ANDREW JOHN YANKEY, MICHAEL YANKEY, and JACOB YANKEY

The lineage of the Yankey family has been established Anodnew John Yankeythe original
immigrant,to the preseniAndrewJohn Yankey is known to be the fathedatob, Michael, and
Andrew Yankey (the youngerJhis lineage begins below with Andrew John Yankey.

Andrew (Andreas) Johan (John)Yankey (Janke/Jaenckefencke/Jancke) 1 234 is the first

known family member arriving in America. Andreas Jencke was the original immigrant listed as
a member of théhird Moravian Colony to the United States. Later information allows us to

know that he was John (Johan) Andreas (Andrew) or Andreas John (probably Johan)
Jencke/dencke/Janke/Janck¥ankey). In 1750 the Moravian Records list him as Andreas
Jencke. In 1772 Shenandoah County Court records list him as Andrew Yankie. In 1783 in the
first listing of his children being bound to the Overseers of the Poor list him as John Yeankey.
1792 Shenarahh Court records of the Overseers of the Poor list him as Andrew Yd&nkey.

The |l etter AJO0 in the Polish and Silesian | an
English | anguage. This AJO0O to a AYO e@silpnunci a
lead to the sound of Yankey as we now know the name. The language Silesian, a German dialect,
may have been spoken by Andre&a® Aherclod.t e@ermma
origin and are typical of German speaking people living closatbrSlavic (Czech or Polish)

people.

Upper Silesia is in the south eastern part of Silesia which is an historical area of Poland with
some area in the Czech Republic. The area is in the Silesian highlands between the upper Odra
and upper Vistula River&atowice is the largest city in this region and the capital of the Silesian
Voivodship.” The Czech Republic area of Upper Silesia was in the Jeseniky Mountain region of
the northern area of Moravia at the Pol&@wkchSlovika border.

In 2010 the autbr worked with researchers in both the Czech Republic and Poland. Initial
searching in the Czech Republic located the home of Henry Jorde as Hostalkovy/Hillersdorf,
Czech Republic but no reference to Andreas Jenke. In Suchdol nad Odru the Moravian Society
Library had a book titted the A1 t er He r r n Which lsted afr Annai Jénkee Ama
married Gottfried Oertel from Kamionky/Stein Kuzendorf located in Poland near the Czech
border. Later this family moved to Pilawa Gorna, Poland. The book statéstieatlenke Oertel

was born in Poland but does not give the locafion.

In January 2011 over thirfjve record locations in small cities surrounding Novy Jicin were
checked for any indication of Andreas Johann Janke and no record was’found.

The areaf the Czech Republic thought to be the original home region of Andreas Johann Janke
was home to both German and Czech speaking people from the middle ages until 1945. Even in
1938 over ninety percent of this region spoke German. This hilly borderfateaauntry was

also called the Sudetenland and was the region involved in the German demands of
Czechoslovakia prior to the German invasion at the beginning of World War II.

The family name would be Jenke/Jencke/Jaenke in German and Janke/Jenkeflknika/J
Czech or Polish. All of these names are from the old Slovian name, Jan, which has Hebrew roots.
nJano is also the Czech first name, Jan, or t
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John. A search for the Janke family in Poland was natesstul, however a settlement named

Nowy Tyczyn located in western Ukraine was settled by Germans from Moravia. Nowy Tyczyn,
Ukraine was named after Novy Jicin, Czech Republic. Nowy Tyczyn, Ukraine is not the same
town as Tyczyn, Poland. Old records repbdt a Maria Janke was located in Nowy Tyczyn,

Ukraine and her origin was given as Neutilschain/Novy Jicin (parish) including Bordovice and
Kozlovice. These later towns are located in the old Moravia/Silesia area of the present day Czech
Republic. Novy Jiin is southwest of Ostravia, Kozlovice is southeast of Ostrava, and Bordovice

is south of Hradec/Kralové? Further searching in the area may locate information about

Andreas Jenke/Jencke.

Hostalkovy, Czech Republic, home of Henry Jorde, is about finiitgs northeast of Novy Jicin,
Czech Republic.

Jacob Yankey, a twin son of Andrew Yankey, is listed as Jacob Youker in the 1850 Kentucky
Census!! The spelling of names was not standardized in tHec&ftury. Many variations

would have been acceptable. The Jencke name could be spelled also with German spelling of
Jancke or Jaencke or the English spelling of Jadke.

The Yankey family history has considerable misinformation about the origin adrtily f The

Yankey Fortune letters refer to the family origin as being in Germany and specifically in Berlin.
According to family history the original immigrant was a Michael Yankey. Some state that two

Mi chael Yankeyods wer e Kk n davkeywritng icHE6lmepatgd.he Ar t hu
wa s two brather8 left Germany and came to the U. S. One settled in Rockingham Va. The

other one camwest. And ashe wa$ notorious about writing they lost track of him. Jacob our
grandfather settled down, marrieaind raised a family of 12, 7 boys and 5 gir@ The family

origin in Germany is widel yfadd sisse mionwa tkendo wonn tho
incorrect.

It has been reported that a Yankey family Bible written in German listed an Andrewgyyas
the original immigrant}* This Bible information has not been located at present. The author
located the following information of the origin and name of the original immigrant from the
Moravian Archives in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.

Andreas (Joha) Jencke was born on September 22, 1726 in Upper Ste¥i&ilesial’ was

mostly in the current area of Poland with a smaller portion located in what is now the Czech
Republic. His listing of Upper Silesia as his birth place suggests that he was tierarea that

is currently in the Czech Republic. The area of the current Czech Republic that was Upper
Silesia is in the far north eastern area of the country and borders Slovakia. The area in Poland of
Lower Silesia is on the northwest corner of Uppiesia. Wroclaw is the current center of

Lower Silesia and Katowice is the center of Upper Silesia in Poland. Upper Silesia extends east
almost to Auschwitz which is part of the Malopolska region. The Lower Silesia population was
almost entirely Germaspeaking people but Upper Silesia was a mixture of German, Polish, and
Czech.

Silesia originally was an independent Poli sh
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ruled by many monarchs including the Holy Roman Empire, Austria, Bohemia, essiaPThe

Polish duchy of Silesia had been formed in 1138 and in 1172 was divided into Upper and Lower
Silesia during feudal fragmentation of Poland. Wroclaw was the capital of Lower Silesia and
Opole was the capital of Upper Silesia. In 13329 the coutny came under the rule of

Bohemia which at that time was on the southern border of Silesia. In 1547 the Hapsburgs Empire
took over the area Silesia. The Hapsburgs ruled Silesia until 1742 when most of the area was
returned to Poland with the rise of thetestants. The Hapsburg Empire was dissolved in 1806.

The Hapsburgs were supported by the Roman Catholic Church and following the Thirty Years
War (16161648) Protestants were forced to become Roman Catholic. Many of the Protestants
formally joined the @tholic Church but practiced their religion in private especially in the
mountainous areas. This may have been the reason Andreas Jencke was listed as Catholic on the
Moravian records yet converted to the Moravian beliefs. It was not until the Paten¢Gtibo

in 1781 and the in 1782 Edict of Toleration that the Lutherans, Calvinists, Greek Orthodox, and
Jewish religions were allowed some freedom to practice. The two documents were passed under
the Hapsburg Emperor Joseph Il to stem the outward migratiBrotestants from the region

and encourage immigration as the economy was being affected by the loss of skilled people to
other countries. Prior to 1781 records for the area are in the Catholic Churches but after this time
Protestant Churches formeddatey maintained their own record®.

It was during the later years of the Hapsburg Empire that Andreas Jencke and his family left

Silesia for Herrnhut. The Herrnhut records note that Andreas Jencke joined the Moravian

movement after his arrival® This may indicate that this Catholic family left Silesia for Herrnhut

and protection as the Protestantds came into
military battles occurring as the 17006s Aust

Some members of the Catholic Church joined the Moravian movement. Prussia and the
Protestants were fighting with the Hapsburg Empire for control of the area of Silesia which
Prussia claimed. The Jencke family may have left the region to avoid this religioflict. In

1741 Prussia finally won this war at the Battle of Mollwitz and in 1742 with the Peace at
Breslau, Silesia became part of the Prussian empire. Perhaps with the second marriage of his
mother, she married a Moravian or Brethren. At this tiney may have felt the need to

immigrate to Herrnhut. The Jencke family may have originally been Protestant but joined the
Catholic Church to avoid persecution. Ultimately for an unknown reason the family decided to
move to Herrnhut.

On May 12, 1724 Henhut, Germany was founded and became the center of the Moravian
movement. A discussion of this movement will follow later. In 1734 Andreas Jencke, age eight,
his mother, stefather, and two stepisters moved to Herrnhidf. On March 13, 1735 the

Brethern Church was formally founded. As noted previously Andreas was possibly born into the
Catholic religion but became acquainted with the Moravians as a child in Herrnhut. On
September 15, 1748 at the age of twanty he was accepted as a full membiethe Herrnhut
congregation. On Good Friday April 4, 1749 he received his first communion in Herrnhut. His
profession was listed as a locksmith.



ANDREW JOHN YANKEY, MICHAEL YANKEY, and JACOB YANKEY

Herrnhut, Germany
1734
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At this time nothing is known about the steipters of Andrew Yankey. A&traud Jacke is
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mentioned in Moravian Archive records. She was born in Bergheim, Germany and married
Johann Michael Graff2 22 They were associated with the Moravian Church in Marienborn,
Herrnhut, and Heeredyk, Holland.This person was not Andrew Ne&k e y 6 s si st er

Christian David, Bohemian evangelist and early missionary, traveled and preached throughout
Bohemia and Moravia. In 1722 he led refugees from Bohemia to Mofa#arhaps Christian
David influenced the Jencke family to join the Brethmemvement and travel to Herrnhut. This

is the same Christian David who along with David Nitschmann influenced John Wesley

On June 22, 1750 an Andreas Jencke arrived o8riba/lrene?® 2’ 28 in New York under the
command of Captain Nicholas Garris6h.On May 11, 1750 th&nowlreneleft Dover,

Engl and on her tHenryJdrdeQobogy¥ g e o wi 3b3&3aThdiskip had
previously sailed in thirty day | a n d tfram Newa York éo Dover, England. Both Henry
(Henrich) Jorde and Andreas Jencke were from Silesia (Schlesien in German) plus six other men
34 on the ship.

Drawing by:
Irene Benjamin Garrison, son of
Captain Nicholas Garrison

Andreas Jencke arrived rom
Moravian Archives
on the Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Moravian ship IRENE

New York, New York
under command of
Captain Nichoks Garrison Captain Nicholas Garrison Behidvenn Py hanis
portrait from
Moravian Archives June 22, 1750
Bethlehem, Pennsyvania
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It was reported that Henry Jorde was born in Hostalkovy/Gottschdorf, Czech Republic located in

the Jeseniky Mountain® This town is very close to the Czech/Poland border of today just

northwest of Ostravia. In 1700 Silesia was a small area about 80 by 200 miles in size located
between Poland on the north and east and Bohemia and Moravia ontthevgh Germany just

to the west. In the 170006s a small area about
Silesia and Moravia® The Moravians had several underground congregations in Silesia. By the

time that the Henry Jorde Colony left Hemut and sailed to America Andreas Jencke would

have been a communicant member of the Moravian Church or he would have not been allowed

to sail to America with the Morvaiar.

The Henry Jorde Colony was formed in Herrnhut, Gernfétocated in the area called
Sachsen/Saxony. Moravian Archive records report that on October 3, 1714, Henry Jorde was
born in Hostalkovy (Gottschdorf in German), Upper Silesia. He was baptized Lutheran but
became associated with the Moravians at Herrnhetevhe was baptized on February 1736. In
1752 after returning to England from America, Henry Jorde became associated with the
Moravian congregation at Fulneck, England. He was a single brethren and a teacher at Fulneck,
England. On December 30, 1773 hevad in Jamaica as a missionary and on May 15, 1776 he
died at Bogue, Jamaiéa.

In 2010 the author contacted a researcher in the area that Henry Jorde lived to attempt to locate
records on the Andrew Yankey family. An extensive search by Martin &igtaiot locate
records of the family?

Herrnhut is presently located southwest of Gorlitz, Germany about twelve miles from the current
border between Germany and Poland. It was also located about fifteen miles from the current
GermanyCzech border. ThiSaxony location was a short distance from Silesia. Bohemia,
Moravia, and some of Upper Silesia are now in the Czech Republic but most of Upper Silesia
involved portions of present day Poland. The western boundary of Silesia would have been not
toofarfran Her rnhut in the 174006s.

In 1756 Andreas Jencke was listed among the single men living in the Moravian community of
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania from the boldke Pennsylvania Archivegplume 3, page 70 that was
referenced by John Hill. This was a time ofest as the Indians were attacking in the area.

Bet hlehem, a frontier town, was surrounded by
progress and the Moravians were not protecting themselves. There were 188 persons and 322
children listed. Thoseat affiliated with the Moravian church were not listed. Forty eight men

and women were |isted as | i thdFartheranceafythef r om t he
Gospel, as well among the Heathen as Christians. Brethren and sisters are actually employed for

t hat End a mo nHgfty-folr everdbavayfit phreenaacohi ng of t he Gospel
& the likeo TheyPweneyliwaihi a, New York, Ne®W Engl an

Also listed among the 1756 single men were Phillip and Jacob Meyge(Mé& John Meyer
(Moyer) was on the shilpenealong with Phillip and Jacob. These men would probably have
been associated with the settlement along Hol
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writing.

Upon arrival in America they initially thyesettled in Bethlehem or Nazareth, Northhampton
County, Pennsyl vani a. Researchers found Andr e
on March 31, 1761 a$Andreas Janke, having been here 10 years and educkteided to

l eave t he c*oCorgactevithahe Mavaviandistorical Society suggested that this
meant that Andrew had formal schooling and possible some university education.

Andrew is not mentioned in Moravian records from 1750 when he arrived until March 31, 1761
for any visits else&here, or being appointed to any spiritual offices, or any short term
appointments. He was not one of the men sent to Christian Spring, a Moravian farm operated by
the Single Brethren, just outside of Nazareth, Pennsylvania. In an August 1755 recood of all

the men from Christianbrunn and Christian Springs did not list Andreas Jencke/Janke. He was
listed as a locksmith on the original Henry Jorde Colony re¢8ds.

In 1743 the Moravian missionaries, Leonhard Schnell and Robert Hussey, left Bethlehem to
travel to the Moravian settlements in Georgia. These were the early Moravian settlements created
by England to move Moravians from their country. John and Charles Wesley were part of this
colony. They traveled south to the area of Opequon, Frederick\G&irginia and then

southeast toward Warrentown and Germantown, Fauquier County, Virginia. They had been told
to travel through the Scotdhr i sh r egi on known as the dAlrish T
Road but no one could tell them the route. Theyseho travel southeast toward Fauquier

County. Rev. John Barthlomew Rieger preached in this region about two times per year and

later was a pastor in Germantown at one time. There were also Moravian missionaries in this
region of the upper Rappahannock&i On this trip they met Josh Hite, who was an early land
owner and the first settler of this region. Travels through this region gave the Moravian society

of Bethlehem knowledge of the Shennandoah region of Virginia. Later Andrew Yankey probably
would travel these same roads to settle in Dinsmore (Shennandoah) County, Vifginia.

The original Moravian settlements at Bethlehem, Nazareth, and Lititz in Pennsylvania were
communal societies that formed a government that was responsible for the religicesalar

needs of the society. All property was owned by the church and everyone worked for the benefit

of the society. After 1762, a-arganization occurred and members were allowed to own
businesses and | and. Thsifsngqute r i ohe whsr at e Koo
community.*® On March 31, 1761, Andreas Johann Jencke (Andrew John Yankey) left the

Moravian community and there was a large migration of the Pennsylvania German community

into the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia at this same tifte several decades the Moravian
community had been traveling from Pennsyl vani
Shenandoah Valley for these trips. The Moravians were very knowledgeable about this area of
northwestern Virginia.

Andreas Jenckaesting in the Single Brethren records proves that he did not marry in Bethlehem

and he was unmarried when he lift the area. He would have been listed in the marriage records of
the community had a marriage occurred. On March 31, 1761 he was still singléeéisthe

community. Occasionally the men left the community if they were dissatisfied only to return

later and some were asked to leave. He does not appear in records to April of 1762 and then there
is a gap in the records until 1767. Further recoreiiewot checked at this time. Andreas Jencke
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was somewhat anonymous during the ten years that he was in Bethlehem which might have been
the reason that he finally left the community. He is not listed in any marriage records for
Bethlehem, Nazareth, Lititzor Philadelphia. There is no birth record for a child with the name
Jencke/Jaencke/Yankey in Northampton County. He is not listed in any North Carolina

Moravian settlement$’ Andrew Jencke/Jaenke/Janke was not found in any of the cemetery
records foiBethlehem, Nazareth, or Lititz, PennsylvaftfaAndreas was essentially anonymous
during his ten years in Bethlehefn.

The area of the Shenandoah Valley near the boundary of the present day Shenandoah and
Rockingham County line was part of the JodeHhatent. Hite was from Germantown,

Pennsylvania and became acquainted with the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia from the travels of
John Van Meter. In 1731 Jost Hite acquired grants for about 140.000 acres of land in the
Shenandoah Valley region from thel@ual government in Williamsburg, Virginia.

The Germantown, Bethlehem, and Nazareth, Pennsylvania communities were close to each other
and inhabited by German speaking people. The Moravians would have known of the land of Jost

Hi t ebs i n \dlandigrants veere nekhthee weéstern portion of those of Lord Fairfax

and boundary |l ines were contentious for many
day Shenandoah and Rockingham County line. Jost Hite was involved in the founding of

Wincheser, Virginia and Frederick County. Many of these German speaking people moved to
Virginia from Pennsylvania as noted above. They traveled along aswrth Indian trail that

| ater became known as the Great WégRkeanRoad, O
today it is U.S. Route 11 parallel t@1.%° The portion of this Trail from Philadelphia to
Lancaster, Pennsyl vania was known as the Lanc
of thousands of German settlers from the PalatinatemeagfiGermany and Sceltssh settlers

from Ireland or Scotland followed this road to the interior of Virginia from Pennsylvania.

I n the 175006s there were many I ndian attacks
French and Indian War. Gega Washington explored and surveyed much of the area of western
Virginia. Later George Washington began his military career in Winchester, Virginia while
fighting in the French and Indian War. The French had settled in the area of the Ohio River
Valley andtraded with the Indians. The British claimed all of the land that was drained by the
Ohio River. Settlement of the French and Indian War with the Treaty of Paris in 1763 established
that all land west of the Appalachian Mountains was to be Indian Tgrriifomwever, settlers did

not respect this boundary and moved west. The British would not maintain forts to protect the
settlers thus individual stations, or small forts, were established by early setfie?éBa k er 6 s
Station located on the Ohio Riveist south of present day Wheeling, West Virginia was one

such private station. Captain John Baker and his wife, Elizabeth Sullivan Baker, were the
operators of this station. Captain John Baker was an immigrant ancestor of the®4uthor.

The frontier pakies of the British government of not supplying troops, taxing the settlers, and
controlling the land for government use contributed to the beginning of the American
Revolution.

By 1772 Andrew Yankigsic) and his wife were in Dunmore County, Virginia. In the
Shenandoah Court records of June 25, 1772 they were involved in a lawsuit over a lease with
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Dunmore County was formed from Frederick County in 1772 and in 1778 it was renamed

Shanando (Shenandoah) CouifyAndrew Hudlow was a large land owner in the area and was
involved in some land speculating. A leas that time might be for purchase with payments

over time or also a mechanism of selling land without revealing all of the details of the sale. The
map of Hol mands Creek by J. L. Wine shows man
or patents @mund Forestville and south to the Shenandoah and Rockingham Count}?ldes.

this map one can identify the location of Michael Nease, Andrew Circle/Zirkle, Jacob Good,

Jacob Moyer, Bernard Getz, and Andrew Hudlow.

In August 1774 land is describediaAndr ew and Mary Hudl ow, of Fr e
called the Forest, between Jacob Sworddés | and
Delivered Jacob Moy Ths,s prabaldywacob MGyerur t , 1774 . 0

There is no record of Andrew Yankewning land in Frederick, Shenandoah, or Rockingham
Counties of Virginia.

On August 29, 1775 Andrew and Jacob Yankey, children of Andrew John Yankey were baptized

in Raderds Church |l ocated just south amd t he F
thatin Andr ew Yoenke wasamdamobnYobekgewaslBaFbn ir
9 Andrew Yankey was sponsored by Andrew Zirkle and his wife. Jacob Yankey was sponsored

by Jacob Moyer and his wifé? It is apparent from these recordsttAadrew John Yankey and

his family were living in the same area as Andrew Zirkle, Michael Nease, Andrew Hudlow, and

Jacob Moyer®®Rader 6s Church was about five miles sol
of Andrew Zirkle. Later record® list August 29, 1775 as the birthday of Andrew Yankey. The

date of baptism recorded in the Rader Church records seems to be the date that was later used as
Andrew Yankeybds birth date. This Rader Church
were twins. Thé information is supported the Overseers of the Poor re&rds.

The following is from Virginia Shrum in her b

AAccording to | aw, when a father died, tho
declared Orphas, both boys and girls. The Court examined the person to whom the children
were to be bound out. The boys guardians had to be able to teach them to read, write, and
cipher, and to teach them a trade until they reached the age of 21 years. The girlsseere al
were to be taught until they became 14 years of age, at which time they could choose their own
Guardi an. | f either boy or girl was | #®ft and

I n 1775 Andrew Zirkle whi | eedseveralenites eorthalwrig t he R
Hol mands Creek. He operated a grist mill on |
I n 1793 Andrew Zirkle moved his church member
Church northwest of what is now ForedtjlVirginia as Solomon Church was much closer to

his home.

The Kentucky Census, Boyle County, taken on August 5, 1850 lists Jacob Younker (Yankey) as
being age 74 with his wife Mary Younker, age $6henandoah County Personal Tax records
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of May 17, 1792 list Andrew Yankey in the same household as Michael Detamore. This is the
first year that Andr ew Y an kogeythesagemksxteés. on t he

The cause of death of Andrew John Yankey (elder) is unknown. Andrew Zirkle and Michael

Nease served in the Revolutionary War under Capt. Jacob Holman as part of the
Dunmore/Shenandoah County Militf&.It is also known that Indian raids occurred in thisaa

Fort Hol man was | ocat ed o ralfiviilecehstotForesdville, k1 e 6 s |
Virginia. 8’ This fort was used to protect the settlers from the Indian idsidrew Yankey

lived in this area. The death of Andrew Yankey could be retatéte Revolutionary War,

Indian raids, or disease. No record of Andrew Yankey serving in the Revolutionary War is

known.

A John Yankey is found on the Revolutionary War Records of the Marylamegiment, 1777

1778.5° The 7" Maryland Regiment wasfmed on September 16, 1776 form volunteers in
Frederick and Baltimore Counties. John Yankey
soldiers on this listing do not have German names. Maryland had complete German units during

the Revolutionary War. Thauthor believes that his John Yankey was not associated with

Andreas Johan Janke/Yankey. The known Yankey family members in had Germanic names and
associated with the German people of Shenandoah County, Virginia. Frederick and Baltimore
Counties of Marylan@re a great distance from Shenandoah County, Virginia.

The sons of Andrew and Mary Yankey were very young when Andrew (elder) died. The sons
may have not received much information about their ancestry. It is also not known the fate of
Mary Yankey.

Woadstock in Shenandoah County was the site of the farewell sermon of Rev. Peter Muhlenberg,
the twentynine year old son of Rev. Henry Muhlenberg. The later was the founder of the

Lutheran Church in America. Rev. Peter Muhlenberg preahiech e r e ipseaceaanda me t o
time to pray, but there i s alWitlothaastatememee t o f i ¢
took off his cloak which displayed the uniform of a full colonel in the Virginia militia. The next

day he led three hundred men from Shenand@am( to form the 8 Virginia Regiment® It

is not known in Andrew Yankey was in this group.

Andrew John Yankeyds (probably Andreas Johan
b o rAugust 29, 1775 ;* Jacob, born 1775; and Michael, born about3l 7They were orphans

by 1783 indicating the death of Andrew John Yankey during the time of the Revolutionary War.

If Andrew John Yankey died in military service he would not have been of practicing Moravian
belief at the time of his death as they werefss. In addition by 1783 most of the fighting of

the Revolutionary War was over; however, some fighting continued on the western frontier.

In December of 1783 John Yankey was listed as the father of Jacob, Michael, and Andrew

Yankey on the Overseers thie Poor records of Shenandoah County, VirgiffiZhe first of

three entries was for Jacob Yank&yp r p h a n , assignell to dahBirt (aka Birdj.The

second record shows that Andrew Yankey was originally listed next as being assigned to
MichaeINease but his name was cr MsstNobagefot and ben
Mi chael i's given. The thirdoaptdahi mdsignédetcrnoy i
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Andrew Sircle (sic)/* Jacob was listed as beifigt e n y e aand Andréwis listgcad

b e i eightydars of aglast August Mi chael 6s age Awag ha n lyEhslriss toé dl
record is in some conflict with later Shenandoah Personal Property Tax records of Michael,

Jacob, and Andrew Yankey. This author believes that Michael was the eldest and Andrew and

Jacob were twins based on review the information.

Guardian Papers, Shenandoah County, Virginia
December 26, 1783

Ord. that the Overseers of the Poor bind Jacob Yankey
orphan of John Yankey to John Birt
according to ... he being ten years of age

Andrew Yankey eight years to Michael Nease
(Andrew is crossed out and Mich written below)

Andrew Yankey being eight years
last August to Andrew Sircle
until he arrive to the age of fourteen

Note: Other records indicate that Michael
was age ten (b.1773)at this time and
Andrew and Jacob were age eight (b. 1775).

Guardian Papers, Shenandoah County, Virginia
April 26, 1792
page 27

"Ord. that the Overseers of the Poor
for Dist. No. 1
bind Andrew Yankey orphan of Andrew Yankey
to Andrew Sircle
he being sixteen years old the 29 day
of August last to learn the trade of shoemaker
according to law."

Present day:
Old Valley Pike
or
Virginia Route 11
former
"Great Wagon Road"

The "Great Wagon Road" passed
just west of Massanutten Mountain
in the Shenandoah Valley.

The "Forest" area of
Shenandoah and Rodkingham, Counties
extended west from New Market on this road
to Little North Mountain and
Brocks Gap.

The author beéves that the listing of Andrew Yankey being bound to Michael Nease and then
Mi chael inserted after Andrewds name i S Cross
When Michael 6s name was inserted the guardian
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The above information of Michael Yankey is incorrectly recorded on the Virginia GenWeb site.
OnthatsiteisreportéiiNi chol as Yankey, age 8.,e @Thehan of J
author has attempted to have this corrected.

Personal property tax records for 17B89 of Shenandoah County, Virginia do not list a

Michael Yankey. Personal property tax records of Shenandoah County, Virginia of May 31,

1790 list Michael Yankeyving with Henry Woolf as being over the age of 16. This indicates

that Michael was born in 1773. Jacob and Andrew were not listed at this time. On April 20, 1791
Michael Yankey is listed as still living with Henry Woolf and Andrew and Jacob Yankey ére stil
notlisted’* No Yankeyds are found in the 1790 Virgin

On April 26, 1792 Andrew Yankey is reassigned by the Overseers of the Poor to Andrew Sircle
butnow heislistedat h e offApdres Mankefand not John YankéyAuthor). & 879

The April 26,1792 Guardian Bond of Shenandoah County, Virginiaiislsr d. t hat t he
Overseers of the Poor for District No. 1 bind Andrew Yankey orphan of Andrew Yankey to
Andrew Sircle he being sixteen years old the 29 day of August last to learn theftrade

shoemaker according to la@?° In this record Andrew Yankey was listed as being age sixteen

on August 29, 1791 and born on August 29, 1775. On May 17, 1792 the Personal Property Tax
rolls listed all males living in a household over the age of sixeenAndrew was listed as

living with Michael Detamore. It is now known that Andrew Yankey and John Yankey are the
same person.

The May 17, 1792 tax records list Andrew Yankey living with Andrew Detamore. On October
19, 1792 Jacob Yankey is living witblih Nease. This is the first personal property tax listing
for Andrew and Jacob Yankey but not as head of the household. These tax records would
indicate that Andrew and Jacob would have been born in 1775. On May 28, 1792 Michael
Yankey is still living wih Henry Woolf8!

On April 6, 1793 Andrew Yankey is listed as living with both John Birt and Andrew Zircle. On
May 22, 1793 Jacob Yankey is living with Michael Ne&8&@here is no record of an Andrew
Yankey on the 1800 Census.

On June 18, 1794 Michaelavikey is listed as head of the household for the first time. Michael
Yankey is listed on the personal property tax list of Shenandoah County, Virginia each year from
1794 through June 25, 1804 except Michael Yankey is not listed for &795.

On June 3, 196 Jacob Yankey is listed as head of a household for the first time. This would
support his birth date of 1775 as one was required to be age t{wrentp be head of a

household. The 1850 Kentucky Census lists his as age 74 which again supports hasebash d
1775. On May 20, 1797 Shenandoah County Tax Rolls, Jacob Yankey is again listed as head of
the household. After 1797 Jacob is not listed on the tax rolls in Shenandoah County, ¥frginia.
The Bible records of Jacob and Mary Shrum Yankey has g&m®a where the entry for Jacob

and Mary Shrum Yankey is located. The portion of the entry visible lists a birthdate of August
28, 1775 where the entry would be for Jacob and February 22, 1777 for Mary Shrum%&fkey.
8788 Typed records from this Bible confirm the above information.
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BRING UP YOUR CHILDR_EN IN THE ADMONISTION OF THE LORD

At

~ Jacob Yankee Sen,
born Aug 28th 1775
.Died Mar 1lst 1857

- ¥ary Y¥Yankee -
born Feb 22nd 1777
vied reb 16 1659

tharine- yankee
born May 17 1€10

Jacob Yankee Jr. S
born Oct 1lst 1&E1l2 -

Elizabeth Yankee
born Nov 19, 1L&l4

Barbary Yankee

born April 2nd 1794
Samuel Yankee

" born vec. 9, 1797

Eliza Yankee :
born ‘April 18, 1lol7

John Yankee =

Susan Yankee'
born Oct 1st, 1_619

torn Aug 14, 1799

__David Yankee
" born May 5th 1810

Andrew Yankee
\born Feb 26, 1822

¥icnael Yankee
born Sept 15, 1803

¥ary Yankee! i
born Feb ‘5th 1806
Nancy Ya.nkée ' 2 onn Lowell tankee Z
born April 14, 1€08 ¢ : @;«l A born May the 6th,1871
' g 0“1‘ ,# ) Jennie ‘Gertrude Yankee k
5 -’s/ﬁﬁ , born Oct Z24th 1872

Stella Yankee
: born April 18, 1874 :
(Ccnildren of Jacob and Mary Yankee and died May tne 2d1874

miy havé beén born in Boyle County,” iR : = :
formerly Mercer County, Kye) James Alonzo Yankee

was born Oxtober 31,1875

essie Lelia Yankee Born A
y 6 1880 é ‘

oo page of old family records found inBible belonging to

¥rs, Lizzie Leiter Yankee
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On May 9, 1757 Andrew Sircle (Zirkle) purchased two hundred twienityacres of land on
HolmansCreek from George Brock for fiftfive pounds. In 1742/43 Rudy (Rudell) Brock,
George Brockdés father, was first mentioned in
petition. Rudy/Rudell (sic) Brock, who was living on two hundred twéoty acres ofand on

Holmans Creek, died before February 1, 1748/49. This land was assigned to George Brock and a
Fairfax survey was made on May 31, 1749. The land was part of Fairfax land and included the
preserdday town of Forestville, Virginia. On May 9, 1757 Ggerand Mary Ann Brock sold this

land to Andrew Circle (sicf° About 1760 Andrew Zirkle built a mill on this lant. This area

was known aéi T h e Fand extended from Massanutten Mountain to Little North Mountain
and from Pine ClTimketileaThe bBgindireg 6fthe Ehurtchlof the

Brethren began in this area. Many German speaking families came to this area of Flat Rock and
Mooreds? Store.

On January 12, 1778 Rockingham County, Virginia was formed from Augusta County. In 1787
Pendeton County, Virginia was formed from Rockingham County. After the Civil War
Pendleton County was in West Virginia.

Andrew Yankey and his wife had three known children, Jacob, Andrew, and Michael. Elizabeth
Hannah Yankey who married Frederick Hottingersiralso have been from this couple.

Calculating from the Moravian records would indicate that Andrew Yankey wassewvsn

years of age when Michael Yankey was born. An
had three children.

On April 27, 1792 Rokingham County, Virginia Court records orderedthd& | i zabet h Yanl
base borr?® child of Mary Yankey, be bound out by the Overseers of the Poor to Jacob Rife
accordi nY*®Eloi 4 awe toh Yankeyods birth yeaa was |
Census®E|l i zabeth Yankey could have been born out
It would have been very unusual that a child was conceived out of wedlock within one year after

the birth of sibling brothers in a society that was very religiaud moral.

Again the Overseers of the Poor record indicated that the father of this Elizabeth Yankey is not
known or has died. The author believes that Elizabeth was the daughter of Andrew and Mary
Yankey as she was born shortly after their sons andilbiengs, Andrew, Michael and Jacob
Yankey.Perhaps DNA comparison of the current Frederick and Elizabeth Yankey Hottinger line
with DNA of the current Michael Yankey line will help to understand this relationship.

Jacob Rife and his wife Catherineginally owned land in a Fairfax Grant on Toms Brook Later
this land was noted to be part of the Jost Hite Grant. Jacob and Catherine Rife sold this land in
1768. On November 17, 1794 Elizabeth Rife, widow, married Andrew Zirkle. It is not known if
Elizabeh Rife is related to Jacob and Catherine Rife.

The Yankey family history by Lewis Yankey ref
of Jacob, Andrew, and Michael Yanké&y.There is no record of a Mary Yankey daughter of
Andrew John Yankey. Thdat e i n Lewis Yankeyds book woul d
Yankey, daughter of Mary Yankey. The information about this Mary Yankey as a daughter is

widely dispersed on the Internet but no such records exist at this time. Lewis Yankey may have
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confusecE|l i zabet hés mot her Mary as a sibling of Al

On February 2, 1796 Frederick Hartinger and Abraham Alger bound themselves in Madison

County, Virginia for the marriage of Frederick Hartinger to Elizabeth Hannah Yattkey.

Frederick and Elizabeth Hartinger are listed as heirs of Conrad Hartinger on the 1808 deed of
sale of Conrad Harti nger thesaitl @onrdd.Harfinpeededd8 08 de e
dying intested his said six %ThiaElizabethtYankehis ee da
probably the sister of Michael, Andrew, and Jacob Yankey. Michael Yankey married Magdalena
Hottinger and Frederick Hottinger married Elizabeth Yankey. In 1850 Frederick Hottinger, age

79, and Elizabeth Hannah Yankey Hottingee &g, were living in Rockingham County,

Virginia. 1%°

The Yankey family was originally from Upper Silesia. The Moravian church members in
America were not always from Moravia but those from many locations that believed as the
Moravians.'°* On November 8,820, the Bohemian army lost Battle of White MountairBibé

Hora in Czech olWeiss Mountaimn German. The Kingdom of Bohemia had consisted of
Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia and Lusatia. Many Brethren had sought refuge in Silesia and Lusatia.
102The Thirty Years War (1618648) was between the Catholic Union headed by Maximilian 1,
Duke of Bavaria, and the Protestant Union. Ferdinand Il, Holy Roman Emperor, chose Karle
Buquoy, Count of Tilly, to lead the superior army of the Catholic Union ése@unding defeat

of the Bohemian forces in just two hours. The King and Queen of Bohemia, Frederick and
Elizabeth, fled which was followed by the loss of religious freedom by the Bohemian people and
many Protestants fled into the areas of Silesia and $aXbere had been three million
Protestants in Bohemia before the Thirty Year
on the Protestants and only one million remained when he finished. Spain entered the Thirty
Years War and conquered the Palagratea of Germany. This escalation brought Denmark into
the War and another twenty years of fighting ensued.

The migration from the Kingdom of Bohemia began during the religious wars of the Protestant
Reformation and the Roman Catholic response. Momaagthe eastern portion and Bohemia

was the western portion of what we now call the Czech Republic. Silesia was a small region on
the border of the present day Czech Republic and Poland and involved portions of both
countries.

The history of the Moraviamigration includes the Salzburgers. Between 1729 and 1732
approximately thirty thousarslalzburgeref Austria were been driven out by the Roman

Catholic Archbishop Leopold of Austria, and they settled in Protestant areas near Augsburg,
Germany. At thisiine Salzburg was in the most eastern district of Bavaria. Upon arrival in

Augsburg the Salzburgers were initially not welcomed but ultimately accepted. In an attempt to

solve this human misery the immigration to Pennsylvania began wigeathburgersvith the

assistance of Count Nicholas Ludwig von Zinzendorf. The English government appropriated ten
thousand pounds to transfer foreign Protestants to the Colony of Georgia. In October of 1733,

they left Augsburg for England. On January 19, 1734, they lgflaid for Savannah, Georgia

and arrived in March arkbenegadt tl ed in a town th

The Unitas Fratrum or Unity of the BrethrEéiwas formed in Bohemian from the teachings of
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John Hus (Jan Hus). On July 6, 1415, he was burned at thersta&astance. John Hus differed
with the Western Church over communion practices and selling indulgences to finance wars. He
further thought it was the right and duty of all Christians to read and interpret the Bible for
themselves. This concept would laberat the heart of the Protestant ReformatitfiThe

original church was in the valley of Kunwald in northeast Bohemia adjacent to Moravia. The
followers were called the Czech Brethren and later the Moravians. The Brethren were deeply
religious people ahinitially left the Roman Catholic Church on their own. In 1461 the first
persecution of the Brethren began following an order by King George Podiebrad that all priests
conducting communion in the manner of the Brethren were to be Kfléthe clergy fed to the
mountains. This church was called Jednota Bratraska by the founders of the Brethren Church
was thought by the members to be on the same level as the Lutheran and Roman Catholic
churcheg® The religious persecution of the Brethren continued fanyrcenturies as the

practice of their religion was forbidden. Martin Luther was greatly influenced by the teachings of
John Hus and early descriptions of Luther implied that he was a spiritual heir of JoRf Hus.

In 1722, Christian David who was firsGatholic, then a Lutheran and then a member of the

Unity of the Bohemian Brethren began to seek out the hidden followers of the Unity of the
Brethren faith in Moravia and Bohemia. In 1722, there were about 300 people that gathered in
Herrnhut. They werenited by their private personal belief in Christ and their dissatisfaction

with the Catholic and Lutheran organized churches. Moravians has a strong belief in missionary
work around the world-%

Christian David had formed a small group that crossetdhger from Moravia into the Saxony

area of Germany to the estate Count Nicholas Ludwig von Zinzendorf located near Bertelsdorf in
Upper Lusatia, Saxony. Count Zinzendorf gave them permission to stay on his property. Count
Zinzendorf was an exile himselhdis estate and did not have a great amount of money. Count
Zinzendorf had been away when the original refugees arrived on his estate. They were not

allowed to stay at the Zinzendorf castle but were allowed to stay on a estate site one mile away
thatwass el ect ed by Count Zinzendorf és manager anda
Germany. This was the beginning of the village of Herrnhut. Count Zinzendorf wished that the

Moravian and Bohemian exiles would join the Lutheran Church and not fornotieichurch.
109

On May 12, 1724, three members of the Nitschnfamily all with the first name David arrived

from Moravia at the Count Zinzendorf estate along with two other men, Melchior Ziesberger and
John Toel tschig. THerePdlardoftheeChunok n dhfe Eilierivlerdvian h e i
Ch u r c hThasae famies remaining in Moravia were severely persecuted and they left to

join the group if they were not killed first:

As noted above the early refugees began to develop a village in a forest near the estate home of
Count Zinzendorf!!! This village becaméhe center of the Moravian settlement and was called
Hermhut'?>near Bertel sdorf, Ger manyo6 soH¥édantdn htunte w hoiwcr
was |l iterally begun on the top of a hill adja
became the home of theddhren, Moravian, and Schwenkfelder movements. This group of

Moravians thought of themselves as the descendants of the original Brethren mo¥eéiket.

church constitution was dated August 13, 1727 but the Brethern Church was formally begun on
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March 13,1735 with Bishop David Nitschmann as their first leadf€r.

Count Zinzendorf had a strong interest in missionary wdekhad adreami t o spr ead t he
Gospel among *tTheeModavan passiemfer midsionary work fit well with the

ideals of CouhZinzendorf. Initial Moravian missionary plans were for missionary work in

Greenland, the West Indies, Lapland, America, and South Africa. During the first thirty years of
Herrnhut over 225 missionaries were sent out from the society. Today the largagiako

congregations are in Tanzania. Women were readily accepted as missidtfaries.

The Moravian religion was now reestablished and the Moravians were accepted in Saxony.

There were other Protestant forces especially at the University of Halle, S&emany

founded in 1694 and as a Lutheran institution. In 1708 another group of Brethern, the Dunkards,
formed in Germany under the leadership of Alexander Mack and in 1719 this group went to
Pennsylvania}’ The Uni versity of Hatlil®t wa@asmavemantram
Count Zinzendorfoés mother and grandparents. T
attempted to suppress the Moravian and Brethern movements.

Regina Gantner reported t Ipausdevdian, cdlectivalivinga n mo d
arrangements, arranged marriages, separation of children from the parents for education, plus a
frugal and idustrious |ife.o

Another group arriving at Count ¥Pna782tmedor f 6s
Schwenkfelders were asked to leave Saxony and Count Zinzendorf arranged for them to go to
Georgia as did the Salzburgers. The Moravians were allowed to remain in Saxony. The
Schwenkfelderdés arrived in Holl andHadaandt heir w
they changed their destination to Pennsylvania upon the prompting of the Dutch people who

disliked the English. On September 22, 1734 they arrived in America.

Count Zinzendorf was embarrassed by this change of plans by the Schwenkfelders and

immediately returned to Herrnhut to encourage other Moravians to settle in Georgia. Their initial
reason was to do missionary work with the American IndigR#&ugustus Spangenberg was to

be their leader. Initially the English government did not wish tanailee Moravians to enter

Georgia because they would not fight and did not speak English. Finally they were allowed to go

to Georgia as Count Zinzendorfoés servants. Th
6, 1735 the shipfwo Brothersunder thecommand of Capt. William Thomson, arrived in

Savannah with the first group. Spangenberg was then to proceed to Pennsylvania to join the
Schwenkfelders.

David Nitschmann 11l led the second group or company to England. It was in England that the
Moravianscame in contact with John and Charles Wesley through John Hifft@harles

Wesley had just been asked to be the secretary to General Oglethorpe and John Wesley was to be
a missionary in Georgia. The Moravians were invited to sail to Georgia with General Oglethorpe
who arranged for the ship and land in Georgia. Thereavggsup of Swiss on the ship also.

This group however was instructed not to caus
Spangenbergdés associations &#nd those from the
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In October of 1735 the second group or company from Moraviaéahrd Ge ner a | Ogl et h
s hiSpnméndd and there were four Englishmen in the
Wesley. On February 22, 1736 they reached Savannah. The settlements in Georgia caused more
conflict when the English government wished the Maasito fight against the Spanish and

Indians. The Moravians had previously stated that they would not fight or assist with any

combat. Ultimately the Moravians left Georgia and moved to Pennsylvania.

On May 22, 1737 Spangenberg left for Pennsylvaniadiutned to Georgia because of the
impending military conflicts and disagreements with the local government. The Moravians asked
to remain as missionaries in the area and not be required to bear arms or be associated with any
military actions. The Moravianfinally moved to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania and the headquarters

of the church remains there today. German settlers from the Palatinate area of Germany joined
the church in Pennsylvania. The request to not bear arms was denied but one decade later the
request was granted?® John Wesley returned to England after three years in Georgia.

In 1736 the Count Zinzendorf was banished from Herrnhut but allowed to return in 1737 and
banished again in 173%* During this period the Count was active in Moravian misary
activities in Greenland, the West Indies, Dutch Guinea, South Africa, Ceylon, and EfA¢land.

When the settlement in Georgia was not successful Count Zinzendorf and Bishop Spangenberg
of Herrnhut turned their attention to Pennsylvania because4® dny six Moravians remained
in Georgial?®

In 1742 the Herrnhut Moravians were recognized as a separate Moravian Church although Count
Zinzendorf preferred to believe that they were part of the Lutheran Church. Politically is was
safer to belong toree of the larger formal churches. The other religions preferred to call them
Moravians but they called themselves Brethtéh.

In 1743 Count Zinzendorf traveled with Captain Nicholas Garrison from America to Herrnhut
where Captain Garrison joined the Mweran church. Captain Garrison and Bishop Spangenberg
returned to New York arriving on October 25, 1744 and immediately began building a large ship
of the snow class on Staten Island, New York. They employed single men from Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania and aftéhe ship was completed they sailed to Amsterdam. This ship was called
theiSnowl r ene. 0

On December 28, 1746 the Sndohn Galleyarrived in Lewes, Delaware as the Potomac River
was iced over and the passengers were sent over land to Philadelphia. biptivas Vitus

Handrup. In July of 1747 Vitus Handrup and Leonhard Schnell were Moravian missionaries to
visit Benjamin Frey in the Cedar Creek area of Virginia. Cedar Creek forms part of the boundary
between Shenandoah and Frederick Counties of Vagiris indicates that at a very early time

the Moravian community was traveling from Pennsylvania to upper Virginia performing
missionary outreach.

On September 8, 1748 the Sntireneleft New York for Amsterdam on her first voyage with
coffee, ricesugar and a few neMloravian passengers. On May 12, 1749 the second voyage
wi t h JohnhNdschimann Colony ar ri ved i n New York. John Nit
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Juliana, and David Nitschmann and his wife, Rosina, were among the passengers on the ship.
Chrigian David, Matthew and Rosina Stach, who were missionaries to Greenland and three
converts from Greenland, were also on the ship. This was the largest colony ever brought on a
Moravian ship129130

On May 11, 1750 the Snolenesailed from Dover and orude 22, 1750 on the third voyage

wi t h Heanry gordéiColony arri ved in New York. There were
Negro named London, and two married couples on this ship. As stated before on this ship was
Andrew Jaenkdanke who reportedly was from Silesia. The records of the Henry Jorde Colony

state that most of the men were from Germa#y:32 All but twenty-five of the men on this ship

have been traced.

It was reported t hat brethranor toyf afh et hHHesne ys iJrogldee nt
Christian Springs under the command of John Gottlob Hoffman. In 1747 Christian Springs was
founded northeast of Bethlehem near Nazareth in Northampton County, Pennsylvania. This area

was due west of New York ardross New Jersey following the current US 78. Only nine

members of this Henry Jorde Colony qualified as ministers or for missionary service. Several

went to North Carolina to assist in starting a colony. Andreas (Jenke) Yankey did not go to

Christian Spmgs. He also is not found on the cemetery records of Bethlehem, Nazareth, or Lititz

or in the marriage records of Bethlehéri. If an individual left the Moravian church that person

was dropped from the church rolls.

The original surname was sometinnesorded as Jahnke or Jahncke. When a German name with
an umlaut over the veowwhswasdAdghitezethhef vew

The Moravians used a ship, tBaowlIrene, for many years. Captain Garrison always went to
New York as le was from that area and could obtain return cargo loads more easily in New
York. The ship was built on Staten Island for the Moravians and launched in May of 1748. The
ship crossed the Atlantic twentgur times between New York and England or Hollande Th

ship never sailed to Philadelphia which was closer to the Brethern settléMéitshe

majority of the Moravian Brethren migration lasted about thirty years.

On November 30, 1757 the Sndnenewas captured by a French privateer, Margaretfrom
Louisburg, Nova Scotia, while sailing to Europe from New York. The passengers were stripped
and robbed of their possessions. The Battle for Louisburg followed soon after and ultimately the
English from Halifax, Nova Scotia prevailed over the French anMtravians were released.
Those Moravians were then allowed to travel to Bethlehem, PennsyR&ibe Irenesank

while being towed to Nova Scotia. The photo in this book depictiseheon the rocks before
sinking.

It is known that the Martin Wetzéegr. family moved from Pennsylvania via Maryland and the

Old Monocacy area arriving in the Brocks Gap area where Martin Wetzel, Sr. died on August 2,
1760.138139This Wetzel family later became involved in Indian fighting on the American

frontier. Descenddas also developed the Wetzel Trace in Indiana. The Nehs (Nease) family
came to America with the Wetzel famit§f Later Michael Nease of this family would be

assigned by the Overseers of the Poor for the Yankey family.
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Lewis Yankey reported that accordito family tradition the first Yankey of the line was

Michael Jenghe | who came from Berlin, Germany and settlédSne a | b oSMfiadob t, o wn 0
Virginia. 14! This information could not be verifiedf” There are four Slabtowns in Virgint&

144 Slabtown, WesYirginia is in the southwestern portion of the stafeAll of these Virginia

and West Virginia Slabtown locations are far from the known location of Andrew (elder) or
Michael Yankey.

One son, Michael Yankik, reportedly lived in Shenandoah County, Virginia. Lewis Yankey
reported that there were four sons and one d
and two unknown name sons. This information reported by Lewis Yankey is not correct.

Current hformation indicates Andrew John Yankey had three sons, Michael, Jacob, and Andrew.

An Elizabeth Yankey, daughter of Mary Yankey, is also known as noted above.

I n the 176006s the Flat Rock area of southern
Brethren families. This community preceded Forestville, Virginia. The first Flat Rock Church of

the Brethren was built on land owned by Michael Wine. Flat Rock Church was the mother
congregation for Brethren churches in the Timberville and Broadway régierf-lat Rock area

was named for the | arge | imestone deposit tha
deposit is several miles long and in several locations the limestone is on the surface. At present

the limestone is being quarried by the Mundya@ies of Broadway, Virginia.

Perhaps this Flat Rock is the locatiorfiof | a b that wewis Yankey refers to in his writings
asai f ami | y whenaefeiringitoathe original location of the Yankey famRThis area
mi ght be the original | ocati on o fTheAoresreew Yank

The Flat Rock Church was located on Limestone Road between present day route 42 and the old
Mo or e 6 ¥ n@wRouteer28. This church was originaBgrman Baptist or the Society of
Tunkers. Later it was known as Church of the Breth¥&T his Church was built on a flat

portion of this limestone.

The Ger many River area of Virginia was an Ind
early1® 06 s. Numerous | roquois confederacy tribes
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John Lederer, a German physician, linguist, scholar, and explorer, was the first European to

explore west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. John Lederer had been commissidaeddonor

William Berkley of Virginia to explore the area and three trips were undert&Respon his

return from these trips Lederer was ridiculed and disrespected by the Tidewater English. As a

result he went to the Moravian area of Maryland and Pévarsg. A report and map of his

explorations was created and printed in England by Sir William Talbot, Governor of Maryland.

0n his first expedition he traveled along th
west to the Appalachian Mountains wéée was seeking the route to the Pacific Ocean. During

this expedition he probably traveled through the region of Shenandoah and Rockingham

Counties !

The first settlers in Rockingham County arrived about 1¥#27william Beverly, land owner,
reportel that men from Pennsylvania came to the Shenandoah Valley as the land was six or
seven pounds per one hundred acres cheaper than in PennsyiN&garge, Morgan and
Daniel Boone and families passed through this area on the way to North CaréBeage
Boone received fifteen hundred acres of land from Jacob Stover in Rockingham County,
Virginia. In 1748 Morgan Boone sold land that he obtained in 1:735.

The major nortksouth route through the Shenandoah Valley was from Williamsport to

Lexington, Vrginia. This route had been a prehistoric trail and later was referred to as the

Warrior Trace. The settlers crossed from Pennsylvania via Maryland into Virginia on this same
route and it was called the Great Wagon Road. The Great Wagon Road leads faolei gtha

to western North Carolina and the Cumberl and
Turnpike or Old Valley Pike, a toll road and now is Route!l..

German settlements in Germantown (Reformed) east of the mountains and Hebron (Lutheran)
west of present day Staunton were the first locations. When Jost Hite brought sixteen families to
the Shenandoah Valley region this are rapidly became the largest German settlement. Most of the
early settlers were German Lutherans or Reforrfé@he early settlers of the Valley were

Lutherans, Mennonites, Calvinists, Tunkers (sic), and Quakers of German ancestry. Family
names included Brock, Zirkle, Nehs/Nease, Wine, Moore, Holman, Rader, Henkel, Miller,

Garber, Hottinger, and Yankelp8

An area between Quicksburg west to the Little North Mountain and from the Pine Church south
to near Ti mbeThkel FeOrgiwaly this waks $etlatl byfithe Scotish but

the German settlers rapidly became the largest group in this regm&ériman families spread
froTheFRore into the BYocks Gap area.

In the 1743 the Moravian missionaries, Leonhard Schnell, a passenger on thershjp,

transporting the first Moravian Colony, and Robert Hus¥8yjsited Germantown, Hebron,

andthe Shenandoah Valley. They reported in their diaries that there was little evidence on
organized religious life at this tint&! Moravian German missionaries also entered the upper

areas of the Rappahannock River about thirty miles east of the areack$ Bxap and the

Germany River of the West Gap region. Three missionary settlement areas were described by the
Moravians. Two were described as in the upper regions of the Rappahannock River and the third
was cldpped GeTherater@reads thought to have been the current area west of
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Brocks Gap and included the area of the German River and West®&GHpese Moravian
missionary groups did not settle in the Shenandoah Vit they did visit, minister, and
preach tharea.

In April of 1747 Governor William Gooch of Virginia issued a proclamation that warned
flagainst itinerant preachers, esped®™Thd | y ONew
Moravian ministers traveled up and down the Shenandoah Valley frontd 7483. These

were peaceful times with the Indians and travel was safe but in 1753 the Indians withdrew from

the area. General Braddock was defeated in 1755 and the French and Indian War began with a
vengeance. The first recorded raid into the Shenandabdy was in 1757 and raids continued

unt i | 1768. The first r®i d was near the Brock

In April and May of 1748 Moravian missionaries in the Shenandoah Valley described about nine
German families living in the region. This area was known adsiine Mill Creek or Stony Creek

area.l®® Another area described by the Moravians was surely the Brocks Gap area referred to as
fiTeutsche Stadto On May 11, 1748 Rev. Michael Schlatt
Reformed Church preached in this area. tdéed thattherewastaqui t e a | ar ge me mt
hearers and bapti zed The&arypan KRdéfarmed anéthe Latheidn adul t s
ministers visited this are’

Records of 1DlcBChappdie wht oht wasithe fisrst churc
chapel near Rudeds HorthBedfard @hapellos @ hii sf ethraegaéd |t ava
at the bottoW of Rudeds Hil/l

The Brocks Gap area was settled by German setffer® and early real estate transfers note the
Brock family in the regia by 174817t German immigrants settled in the Stony Creek area and
along the eastern slopes of the Great Northern Mountain including George and John Bender.
Their name had been anglicized to Painter. In 1758 a raiding party of Shawnee Indians and four
Frenchmen attacked the settlement in what is called the Mill Creek Massacre. George Painter
(formerly Bender) was killed and the remainder of about forty people, including his wife, were
captured and taken to Ohio. About three years later some returnegjitia/and told of their
captivity. Numerous massacres occurred on the west side of the Blue Ridge Mountains where the
settlers had located. Also in 1758 the Mennonite community of Hawksbill located south of
present day Luray was attacked and many weredkdl captured. The area between the Blue
Ridge Mountains and the Shenandoah Mountain was the site of major Indian retaliations and
raids from 1758 to 1764. The raids began during the French and Indian War df76G5But
continued a few years after thedeof the War.

Many of the German settlers served during the Revolutionary War in the Eighth Virginia
Regiment under Germaspeaking General Peter Muhlenberg. After the War many soldiers were
granted bounty land warrants in the Northwest Territory (Ohio). During a madasfrom

Virginia in 18131814 the Painter family moved to Preble County, Ohio in the Northwest
Territory. 1”2 Preble County, Ohio is on the western border of the state and is not close to
Peebles, Adams County, Ohio where Yankey/Yankie family membdeledset

In 1858 Jed Hotchkiss, topographical engineer for Stonewall Jacksonfivfotee r egi on of
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Brockds Gap, inside is | arge enough for a cou
stream of water there as we did find, nor so muchromaate s er y . Al | 6Ger many®o6
it is some walyThefGerman pivnbees fr@aRockidgham County, Virginia

settled Hardy and Pendleton County, West Virgihia.

John Wayland reported that the first church built in this area was ther@dRurch. The

original Pine Church was | ocated near udeods
Virginia just out sFordse 175t”ﬁTdneanoouracBatwaszsndedlby the @
Hol mands Creek on the north, Little North Mou

Shenandoah River on the east, and the Fairfax line or about Timberville, Virginia on the south.

177 Immediately south and east of thie- 0 r arsatva® an area called tfieP | a i This . 0

ori gi naDutclkChappat hwdéis about three miles south of
Wagon Road. As discussed under Andrew Yankey information the second Pine Church was built

by the Lutherans and German Reformedgregations near South Middle Road and Mill Creek

near the junction of Route 263 and Route 614 north of Forestville, VirgifMany of the

church members were from theF o r arsat Rev. Paul Henkel was the pastor of the Pine

Lutheran church from 1788 1825.17°

The earliest church or meeting house in the F
fiDutch Chappell 6 A Dh & c h Cwaalpcptedlalbny the Great Wagon Road or the

Valley Turnpike. This would be near the junction of the curRmite 11 and Route 730. This

church was not within the Forest area but many of the members were from the Forest area. The
successor churches were in the Forest &#¢dhe congregationofti@Dut ch Chappel 0
combined with the Pine Church near Mill Creaid this church was later called the Zion Pine

Church.'8! In 1786 the old Pine Church was ministered to by Rev. Paul Henkel who served

several churches in the aré?.The first meeting house at the Zion Pine Church location must

have been about 1777 tand owned by John Pennyweight The first records of the Zion Pine
Church were inDuLTI86. Cheepe®oODthedsAHi | I had bee
Fairfax survey for John Paintéf* The Lutheran and German Reformed congregations shared

the Zion Pine Church until 1892.

In April of 1793 Rev. Paul Henkel administered the last communion in the old Pine Cigirch.

In 1793 the Solomon Church began with members from the Pine Church. The records of the two
churches were in German. A subscriptiorverdrom the members and other congregations was

held to raise money for the new church. Jacob Jancke (Yankey) contributed to th&¥Fivis.

new Solomon Church building served both the Lutheran and the German Reformed
congregations. In 1793 the land wasvided by Henrich and Dorothea Rausch. This church is
currently on Route 727 north of Forestville, Virginia. The church was dedicated on November
15, 1795 with members and pastors of the Lutheran and German Reformed Churches present. It
is not known wly the members left the Pine Church and began Solomon Church but the new
church was closer to Forestville where many lived. This was also the time that a split in the
Lutheran church and the Tennessee Synod to form the Virginia Synod or New $thool.

At this time Andrew Zirkle moved his member sh
Church. Rev. Paul Henkel was the Lutheran minister. Among the first children baptized and
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listed in Solomon Church records were Jacob and Michael Jancke (sic) Yankesereho

children of Michael and Magdalena Jancke (sic) Yank&yBorn on April 29, 1793 Jacob was
baptized on December 25, 1793 and Peter Jost
December 25, 1796 Michael was baptized on August 20, 1797 eold dad Maria Jaenkey

(sic) were the godparent$?® 1%

The last Shenandoah Personal Property Tax List where Jacob Yankey, brother of Michael
Yankey, is listed was in 1797. The family must have moved to Kentucky shortly afterwards.

The martyred Brethre mi ssi onary, John Kline, had writter
f ol | o Thisis g smalfiarea of the country in Rockingham County, Virginia, containing

about one hundred and fifty square miles. It is the head basin of the north fork of the

Shemndoah river. It is almost completely surrounded by high and rugged mountains: and where

the river has broken a gap for its outlet the
The considerable number of people live in it, and there are somte gdoar ms and t hri ft
191 When writing in hisdiar)K | i ne us eGermarnipe ttoemrmffer to the Bro

an Germany,inEuropg t o refer to thos'® Mpgeadyditts of out s
registrations for Rocki Ganaagm GeomdanyiVa whena r ef
referring to the area®

The early settlers came to this region because of the hunting and fihidg.October 18, 1845

Elder John Kline reporteith his writings that (heli Cr o s sed t he South Fork M
night at Chlora Judys. | am not surprised that these people are fond of hunting. Several deer
crossed our pat h®The Jullyrfamilytwas@gsociatsd withahd & ankey

family in Virginia, lllinois, and later in lowa. It was reported that by 1900 the last deer was killed

in Rockingham County, Virginia but in 1938 deer were reintroduced.

Elder John Kline of the Brethren Church built a home on Linville Creek, near Broadway

Virginia. On May 19, 1864, he was killed because of his opposition to the Civil War and slavery.
He brought herbal medicine to the people of the mountain areas where he preached. He treated
many people in the Brocks Gap area of Rockingham County, \argfi

Mr . D o v @hese old peeple of Brocks Gap, the Doves and their neighbors, represented
the ol dest families who had emerged from the
being an odd people isolated in a new land. They haveamctheir peculiarities as

insurmountable for a people isolated from the rest of society as these people had been in Brocks
Gap. They have been different but not necessarily inferior to outsiders. Just follow the records of
those who have moved into plaad better opportunities in the past and at present. Look at the
scholarship accomplishments of those &6é6Gappers
find them all at the head of their classes. In the past several generations of Brocks Gap has
produced more school teachers in proportion to its population and more marked in proportion to

its population to their schooling facilities than any part of the country around as public school
records w¥ll prove. o

AFor 1 n those day ®£sed septarcthe aekidents obupderoBroeks Gape pr
owing to their differences could be spotted and places immediately by the outsiders. The
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0Gappersb6 were well able to take it but not w
resentment againstmeénb n o f t h elLonza Doge waGraegnsed that the name of the

Brocks Gap Post Office was changed from fADove
198

Some of the early Brockodéds Gap settlers includ
Caplinger, Crider, Yankey, Whetzel, Wittig, and Rigglent&?This area of Brocks Gap was
c al LitledGerinany @re r fin aon gome of the older tax record®

The first settlements were along the stream courses but later settlements were on higher ground
to avoid malaria but as the land was cleared along the streams malaria disappeEned.

entrance to Brocks Gap is on Route No. 259 west from Cootes Stogpassidg Chimney Rock
through the gap in Little North Mountain.

Three sons of Andrew Yankey, Jacob, Michael, and Andrew, are found in the records. Some
records also indicate that Michael and Andrew might be tifAbut this is incorrect®

Michael Yankey was born about 1773 in Virginia and died before February 21, 835 west

of Brocks Gap region on the Shenandoah Mountain of Pendleton County, Virghian

August 29, 1775 Andrew and Jacob Yankeg r e bapti zed according to
Lutheran Church Shenandoah Records. Later records list this as the birth date of Andrew
Yankey. It would seem that he would not have
confirmation is discssed in the following information.

On August 29, 1775 in the Rader Church Andrew Zerkel (Zirkle) and his wife sponsored

Andrew Yankey for baptism. Jacob Moyer and his wife sponsored Jacob Yankey for his baptism.
2"The Yankey nalYoenkev@asles p eMilcench eftonfofmedk ¢ w whe ©I
Pine Church?®® Andrew and Jacob Yankey were of different ages according to the Overseers of

the Poor Records. As note before, the author believes that Andrew Yankey was originally listed

as age eight on thegords and bound out to Michael Nease. Michael was substituted for Andrew

to live with Michael Nease but the age of Michael was not changed. The Overseers of the Poor
Records suggest that Andrew and Michael were also of different ages and not twirezortie r
specifically name the birth date of Andrew but not Michael. In many early records the baptism

date became the birth date of later records as the true birth dates were often not recorded.
Andrew Yankeyds birth dat erecordsoftApridl792 wastisteed Over
as August 29, 1775.

Andrew Zirkle (Sircle) had land that was part of the George Brock patent of February 29, 1749.

The town of Forestville was on part of the Brock patent and Andrew Zirkle built a mill on

Holmans Creekitat passed through this | anfdeFordahi s | an«
which extended from Quicksburg to Timberville and included Forestt#ifi@his area was a

camping ground for the American Indians and at least one fort was erected in théaegion

protect the settler$!® The Painter family home and barn were rebuilt and named Fort Painter on

the site of the Mill Creek Massacré?!

The Rader Lutheran Church is reported to have formed about 1745 but some writings suggest
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that it was later?*? Until 1778 the Rader Church was in Augusta County which was then divided
to form Rockingham County. In 1757 Adam Rader and his wife, Barbara Painter, purchased
four hundred acres of land near Fort Run from Cornelius Robinson. They then deeded two
hundrecacres of this | and to Al exander Painter,
Rader and Alexander Painter deeded three acres of land where their properties joined for a
church or meeting house. Michael Nease signed this deed for the GermanrL@hereh. In

1787 the Rader Church united with the German Reformed Church. In 1878 they split and the
Rader Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Trinity United Church of Christ fofiidthe

Lutherans built Pine, Solomon, and Raders Churches. The Gerfammied members built
Timberville, County Line Church, and Graéé&

The Rader church is located near the junction of Route 42 and Route 881 near Timberville
Virginia. The Rader Church was in present day Rockingham County was about four miles south
of the Flat Rock Church which is located in present day Shenandoah County.

Flat Rock Church was located about two miles south of Forestville, Virginia. Thenchasc
located on the southeast corner of four hundred and tveggity acres of land that is
immediately south of the land of Andrew Zirkle. Owners of land in this area also included
Andrew Hudlow, Thomas Holman, and Michael Wine.

In 1772 Andrew Hudlowrsd Andrew Yankie (sic) had a legal disagreement concerning a lease.

The two hundred twentfour acres of land the Andrew Zirkle purchased from George Brock in

1749 is where Forestville, Virginia is located. Andrew Zirkle also owned three hundred and

eighty-six acres of land immediately east of the land purchased from George Brddkis was
Frederick County, Virginia at the time of And

In 1783 Michael Yankey was assigned to Overseers of the P&8r. This assignment occurred

if there was no father, even when the mother was alive, to assure the children would not become
the responsibility of the county. In 1783 Michael (Nehs) Ne&8aho was one of the founders

of the Raderds (Roders) Chur c mig wasiistedasavi | | e,
guardian oMichael Yankeyin Shenandoah Court RecordS.John Birt (aka Bird) was the

guardian oflacob Yankey In 1783Andrew Yankey was mentioned as the sonJohn Yankey

and was bound out to Andrew Sircle (sic) (Zirkf89.2%1In 1792,Andrew Yankey, son of

Andrew Yankey, was bound out to Andrew Sircle (sic) to learn the trade of a shoemaker.
Andrew Zirklebs father, Johann Ludwig Zirkle
thus Andrew Zirkle would have known about the &rafl a shoemakef?? Perhaps Andrew

Yankey learned to be a shoemaker under Lewis Zirkle.

The Zirklebs, the Yankeyds, and the Hottinger
Yankey married Magdalina Hottinger and Elizabeth Yankey married kckddottinger. The

Yankey family and the Zirkle/Nease families lived a few miles apart. Holmans Creek flowed

from Yankey/Hottinger farms at the base of Little North Mountain toward Forestville, Virginia

where the Zirkle/Nease families lived. Andrew Zirki@med one of his children Michael.

The Shenandoah Valley was made up of Augusta, Rockingham, Orange, Page, Shenandoah,
Warren, and Frederick Counties of Virginia in addition to Jefferson, Berkeley, Pendleton, and
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Morgan Counties of West Virginia. Thewopment of Rockingham County begins before
1738 as Orange County. In 1738 Frederick and Augusta Counties were formed from Orange
County and in 1778 Augusta County was divided to form Rockingham County. In 1787
Rockingham County was divided and to forrm&eton, County (now West Virginia) and in
1831 Rockingham County was further divided to form Page County.

Lord Culpeper?3224225was granted the land of the Northern Neck of Virginia that extended
between the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers to the atlgdhountains. This land became
known as the Fairfax Grants when Lord Cul pepe

The southern boundary of the Fairfax Grant was the Shenandoah and Rockingham County line.
Brocks Gap was just south of this linend purchased or leased in Rockingham County would

not be under Lord Fairfax but under the Colony of Virginia. The land in Shenandoah County was
under Lord Fairfax grants until 1791 when the State of Virginia assumed title to the lands. The
areawestofBocks Gap was alWes@apy nlkamewn fas (The mas W
early settler. The West Gap included the German River regffon.

The name Brocks Gap came into use between 1752 and 1767. The settlers may have chosen this
area as they were not affected by the rents charged by Lord Fairfax for his land. This region
ipreserved thgeoandi aal t U eGemany dF?’pHisaegien wasa me 0
sometimes referred to &ermanyor Germany Brocks Gap?® The Brocks Gap location of
Rockingham CounGegmanga sb intotr atal d re dt Hie smal | er ar
along the German river including Dovesville and Crid&%Jacob Yankey lived about midway

between the upper and lower portions of the German River and this area wa8 led man y

The entrance to the settlement area of our Yankey family in Rockingham County is through
Brocks Gap on the current Virginia RbBlo. 259. Through this Gap passes the beginning
portions of the North Fork of the Shenandoah River. Cootes StGfé was located at the

entrance to Brocks Gap. The original store and house were destroyed by Shenandoah River
floods but they were locatextijacent to the current bridge over the North Fork of the
Shenandoah River just before the Gap entrance and Chimney?#ddkuntains surround the
entire valley area which includes several runs or smaller streams that join to form the German
River. The Geman River ultimately joins the North Fork of the Shenandoah River. The German
River courses through this valley area that was once called Germany Valley but now is called
Criders. An early postman named William Crider is the source of the current3ameians
traveled through this area before the settlers and included tribes of the Shawnee, Delaware,
Iroquois, and Monacans. Initially there was no violence between the settlers and Indians. Early
settlers in the area included the families of West, DéWeetzel, Caplinger, Siever, Lantz,

Souder, Moyer, Crider, May, Shaver, Wittig, and Yankey. Families moved to the area on foot, by
horseback, or with small carts following the Indian trails. Personal items were often pulled on
sleds. Many of the early sketts were from Germany or were of German background. Settlers,
however, were also Irish, Swiss, English, French, and Dutch. Early homes were of log
construction including a fireplace, dirt floors, and were usually without windows.

In 1790 Michael Yankegame to the Brocks Gap area of Rockingham County. Michael Yankey
was an early homesteader wesWestGdp tolre sBrmed k asneG
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fiLittle Germany 6 He setWedt@p knewheniitop of the Shenar
land wa on the boundary between Rockingham County, Virginia and present day Pendleton
County, WestWasiGamg i anri @aa iTher diached via Bergton
Virginia Road No. 259.

In 1791 Michael Yankey was confirmed into the Pine Lutheramr&@hin Shenandoah County,
Virginia. His land was at the upper end of the German River Valley on the Cold Spring River
and was on the dividing line between current Virginia and West Virginia. Water flowing west to
the Sweedlin Valley enters the South Bia€ the Potomac River and water that flows east
enters the North Fork of the Shenandoah River. The water flow direction forms the boundary of
Virginia and West Virginia in this region. The climate of the region is relatively mild and
abundant wild game drberries were found.

The area of Germany Brocks Gap or West Gaparea was very isolated and the settlers
remained to themselves and out of Virginia political activity. They did not believe in slavery and
did not have many public offices. They maint&d their own churches and schools. The settlers
had | eft Ger mdbenyyoficonscience, safetyg forftheir honfes, religious and

family and intellectual freedom?*

On Easter Sunday April 24, 1791 Michael Yankey Was @m rh e loly&Rev. PauHenkel into
the Pine Lutheran Church in the Shenandoah Valley. This conformation indicated that Michael
Yankey held very strong personal religious beli&ts236

On April 6, 1793 Michael Yankewas probably listed on the Personal Property Tax rolls as
living with John Birt and Andrew Bir£®” 228 The Tax rolls actually list Andrew Yankey living
with John Birt on the same day as Andrew Yankey is listed as living with Andrew Zircle. We
know that Axdrew Yankey had been assigned to Andrew Zircle to learn a trade. This duplicate
entry on the tax rolls for Andrew Yankey must represent an error. This author believes that
Michael Yankey and not Andrew Yankey was living with John Birt at this tax radl dat

On July 18, 1793 Michael Yankey and Pehiser Hot
Excell ency Henry Lee EB& qaNairiage suGemyeorbem or of Vi r
solemnized between Michael Yankey and M@lilee Hottinger daughter of Conrad Hottinger

of Rocki ngR%his bond was signeddy Michael Yankey and Peter Hottinger. The
signature on the bond is in German scriptand ¥apk begi ns wi th AJ. 06 I n 1E¢
signed his name beginning with the Il etter fAJo
Jacob Hottinger and his soff*®

Barbara H. Mahoney reported thad Mily heaaerl Yank
records’*! The records of the marriage bond confirm this spefifdgnd the spelling on the
bond suggest sloehkhé® spelling as 0

Conrad Hottinger was literate enough to write his name in German script on the consent form for
his daughter Magdalertéottinger to marry Michael Yanke?3in Rockingham County,
Virginia. ThiHsto certifiathael €onrad Hotfinger is willing that Michael Yankey

shall have my aughter Madelline for his wife. thfsom my hand this 17 day of July 1793%
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Sigred Conrad Hottinger (sic)

o { v ALL MEN, by !hefz;urzru, lhlgvl M(/@JW
L2 -
.erehdda uarm/x/»z ind unto Bis Exmltnq //px olels Efquire,
| Governorof Ygima, and lis Suceeir, In r]t{umo 7 20 o sy
o the payment whercof, well -nd truly defwe do Lind ourfclves, our heirs,
" £nd cach of our joiat and feveral heirs, exccaiors and aduni l%:, Jeindy sud feverally firmly by
-thefc prefents, fcalcdvu]lmr feals, and dazed the /j 5 day vf/ Ty 1792 .

Anube //;,J{ year ol‘lhc Commonwealth,

s T HE CONDITION of the sbaye Obligation 15 fuch, that whejeas dl-crc I3 a Marriage fuddenly 1o

L Gleitsdl benwoan thesbove bound M ael éx,é — o ——
e e s . v ot Lromalh ot gess ~———

of RezKingham county 3 If therely e.hmn all be no lawful cavle to obiru& the fuid Mitrizge, then his’

eblijzation tobe yoid, otherwiffto remain in full foree and virte.

) S« WitneTs, %j,‘// W e . : @2

/..

Mathansle . Ghed £ s

Marriage Bond
Michael Yankey and Peter Hottinger to Governor Henry Lee
for the marriage of Michael Yankey and Magdeline Hottinger
July 18, 1793
Signed: Michael Yankey
Peter Hottinger (his mark)

Copies from:
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Historical Society
Marriage Book 1, page 556
Provided by:

Barbara Mahoney

//., s i, s ,x% AT Grr D W@(?;_

=" ( QM( or’ of)y 7/07” XEM//”%
% ).407’/‘ / /S,Aé‘" ;”\' A;)---u‘l-" / s

.// Gk

Permission from Conrad Hottinger for
Michael Yankey and Madelline (sic) Hottinger to marry
Signed: Conrad Hottinger
July 17,1793

Virginia marriage law at that time required that both parties of a first marriage must be-twenty
one years of age or have parental or guardian permission to marry. The permission form signed
by Conrad Hottinger indicates thdlagdaline was born after 1772. The 1830 Census indicates
that Michael and Magdaline were born before 1780 and after ##70.

On July 22, 1793 Michael Yankey and Magdalena (sic) (Magdaline) Hortinger (sic) (Hottinger)
(Hartinger) were married by Rev. R&ienkel.?*°246 Magdaline Hottinger was born between
1772 and 1780 in Shenandoah County, Virginia and died after 1840 reportedly in Brocks Gap,
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Virginia. The Hottinger (Hortinger) (Hartinger) family was from Switzerland having arrived in

Philadelphia irt729.24’

MARRIAGES PERFORMED BY REV. PAUL HENKEL
In Rockingham, Shenandoah, Avgusta and Boletourt Counties, Va., and

other localities.

Rockingham

“Paul Hinckle—his book”
Copied by Miss Cora C. Curry.

John Henline—Catherine

Most are clearly indicated as shown.

Wige-

John Showwalter—Elizabeth Reads
joined Jan. 2, 1792.

Henry Jomes (Lones?)—Sybilla
Helshy (Kelsly?), Feb. 28, 1792.

Jacob Miller—Anna Bairr, Apr. 6,
1792. :

Henry Moats—Eliz’h S—, March
20, 1792.

John Rogers—Sarah Ripley, April
12, 1792.

Jacob Rambo. Jr.—Reubannah
Selser, April 26, 1792.

Alexander Hamilton—Martha Ma-
gil, May 2, 1792.
17§-I2enry Haun—Mary Rife, May 6,

P;ter Sine—Sarah Caufelt, May 6,
1792.

Jacob Curtner—Susannah Cook,
May 6, 1792,

Peter Sourwine—Mary Powr, May
6, 1792.

Taaal L ME A e o=~k

hard, Dec. 6, 1792.
Aug. .
Abner Gains—Eliz’h  Mathews,
Deec. 10, 1792,

R. John Roopert—Eliz’h Poor,
Jan. 20, 1793.

R. Christian Rode—Mary Sho-
walter, Mch 5, 1793.

— Wm. Oler—Mary FEberhart,
Apr. 25, 1793.

R. Christian
Rup, June 16, 1798. .
S. John Campbel—Eliz’h Comel,
June 23, 1793.

R. Michael
Hortinger, July 22, 1793.

S. Jacob Olinger—Catherine
Monkmore, July 23, 1793.

S. John Olinger—Nancy Dunkin,
Aug. 1, 1793. ‘

The couple on Reedy Creek, Aug.
14, 1798.

Neff — Margaret

Yanky—Magdalena <<

Michael Yankey and Madgaline Hottinger
Rockingham County, Virginia Marriages

PARENTS

Rev. Paul Henkel

From:
Nat. Genealogical Soc. Quarterly
June 1923, page 30

CHILD BIRTH BAPTISM GODPARENTS PAGE
> Michael Jlncke & Magdalena Jacob 29 pr 93 25 Dec 93 Peter Jost Triwig & w. 14 Parents:
Michael 25 Dec 26 20 Aug 97 Jacob Jaerkey & wife 14 3 Y 1
e ; s Michael Jancke (sic)
A & Bauer igabet! Jaco 6 Nov 33 25 Dec 93  Peter Sauerwein & 15
suer o Sariedt Magdalena
Johznnes 17 Dec 94 13 Apr 95 Johannes Nehs & w. 15
o Elisabeth )
Catrarina 64T 97 18 Jun 97 Johannes Foltz & w. Ester 15
(a son) 31 Apr 05 26 May 05 Georg Bauer & w. 15
David_Nosser- 17 Mar 12 30 Jun 12 Johannes Messerschmid & 15
schmit the mother
Nathaniel zvecker Maria 253ul 03 16 Oct 03 Ludwig Baver & w. 15 Jacob Yankey
Jonas Rausch & Barbara Abrahan 19 Nov 93 19 Jan 94 Lutwig Bauer & w. Elisab. 16 b Agl 29,1793

(A 1792 birth to Ludwig Bauer and births 1786-91 to Jonas Rausch appear in the 01d Pine Record)

Jacob Hammen & w. Anna Litia

Margar Bauer Elisabeta

Jacob Rausch & w. Catharina Cornelius

(Births to Jacob Rausch 1777-91 in 01d Pine Record)

Henrich Wacker & w, Elisabeth

Elisabeth
» Margretha
(a son)
Henrich
Philib
Na.. (illeg.)
Maria

Wilhelm Lingenfelter & Eva

Ana Catharina

Nicolaus Knob & Rosina Maodalana

This permission by Conrad Hottinger for the marriage of his daughter appears to be in 1793

Bap. December 25, 1793

21 Nov 98 3 Feb 99 Georg Will & w. Elisabeth 16

10 Feb 10 =mmam Her mother 16 Michael Yankey

22 Sep 93 19 Jan 94  Daniel Rausch & w. Elisab. 17 b. December 25, 1796

11 Jan 98 13 May 93  Johannes Wacker & w. 17 Bap' AugUSt 29,1791
Elisabeth

29 Dec 99 29 Jul 00 Margretha Wacker 17

7 Feb - 8 Jul == Ceorg Bauer & w. 17

1 May 06 18 Apr 06  Henrich Hottel & w. 17

5 Dec 08 22 May 09 Jacob Nehs & w. 17 Baptism Record

23 May 15 6 Aug 15 Jacab Nehs & w, 17 SO s

S Mar 99 memee Christian BYr & w. Maria 18 Eorealviie, Yetinla

26 Dec 9% 9 Mer 94 Catharina Imler, single 18

12 T an = =

according to the above records. The permission form was signed on July 17, 1793, the bond on

July 18, 1793, and the marriage was on July 22, 1793bdjbkesm records of Jacob and Michael

Yankey, sons of Michael and Magdaline Hottinger Yankey note that Jacob Yankey was born on

April 29, 17932 T hi s

woul d be

34
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marriage date of July 22, 1793. The origiSalomon Church records were reviewed and it was
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confirmed that the birth date of JacobYankey, son of Michael and Magdalina Yankey, was April
29, 1793249

On May 31, 1790 Michael Yankey is living with Henry Wodf° On April 25, 1791 Michael is
listed on the Tax Rolls as living with Henry Wodit? On May 28, 1792 Michael Yankey is
listed on the Tax Rolls living with Henry Woolf>?>On October 3, 1792 Jacob Yanksyisted
on the Tax Rolls as living with John Nea&8.0n May 17, 1792 Andrew Yankey is listed as
living with Michael Detamon2>40On April 6, 1793 Andrew Yankey was listed on the Tax Rolls
living with Andrew Zircle but the author believes that this stdag Michael Yankey as on that
same day Andrew Yankey is listed as living with John Birt. On the May 22, 1793 Tax rolls
Jacob Yankey was living with Michael Nea$®.

In 1794 Michael Yankey would have been 21 years of age. This was the first yehstled &s

head of the household on the Personal Property Tax rolls of June 182§ Fwas twenty

one years old for the tax rolls and he was legal to marry as the legal age of majority began the

day after the twentieth birthday. At this time MichaehKay would not be required to be
represented by any guardian and thus was abl e
listing on the 1794 tax rolls indicates his birth year as 1773.

As noted above Michael and Magdaline Hottinger Yankey were egfigpninarried by the Rev.
Paul Henkel. The listing is recordedia®k?>’ Michael Yanky-Magdalena Hortinger, July 22,
179%8 0

Rev. Henkel was born in North Carolina. On June 16, 1783 his original license to preach for one

year was granted. In 1784idhael Nease from the Pine church and Andrew Zirkle from the
Rader s church accompanied Rev. Henkel to a L
Pennsylvania to obtain a renewal of Rev. Henk
1792 hewasmdai ned one year before Michael 2nd Mag:«

In 1784 Michael Yankey would have been bound out to Michael Nease by the Overseers of the
Poor at the time of the effort to obtain a Lutheran license for Rev. Paul HenketbgeViNehs

and Andrew Zirkle. Michael Yankey would have known Rev. Henkel well and this is probably
why Rev. Henkel was chosen to marry Michael and Magdalena.

The Henkel family left North Carolina because of the Indians and moved to the Shenandoah
Valley. Rev. Henkel ministered in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia for most of his life but
traveled to the Carolinas, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, and Ohio. He preached in English and
Germar?®®and was the pastor of the Pine Lutheran church for the year88fta 1825.

On June 16, 1776 Conrad Hartinger ($f¢p u r ¢ hacertid trait or parcel of land in the

said county of Rockingham on a branch of Holmans Creek being part of a larger tract of one
hundred and ninety acres granted to Richard RowlanBdignt bearing date the 16 day of

March seventeen hundred and seventy one and was conveyed to by said Rowland to said Conrad
Hottinger.

On December 26, 1782 Conrad Hartinger had a survagwaty acres of lanth Rockingham
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County in a place called tHe o r €Thid land was describedasBe gi nni ng at a whi
corner to the said Hartinger in a |ine of Joh
hickory on t he 2?Thékmndeés pat dinaonu retnatirny. omade by Jos
the9ho?1‘6§eb.1771 for 100 acres and.ts2® dagofBedembeo s ai d
17822 o

On November 10, 1808 eighty two acres of land from the 1776 purchase of land by Conrad
Hottinger from Richard Rowland is referenced in a deed of sale of the land from the children of
Conrad Hartinger to their brother, Jacob Hartinger. Conrad Hartingetidddhtestate with six

sons and three daughters. No mention of his wife is noted in this deed. The children of Conrad
Hartinger owned eighty tavd, mgreoor less,aciesr h 0 € ht h b eofie sol d
hundred and twentgight pounds t i brdthereJacob Hartinger. The children listed included
Henry Hartinger and Elizabeth his wife; Frederick Hartinger and Elizabeth (Elizabeth Hannah
Yankey) his wife; John Hartinger and Mary his wife; George Hartinger; Philip Hartinger;

Barbara Hartingemichael Yankey and Magdalene, (Magdalene Hottinger), his wife; Phillip

Tussing and Catharine his wife. Michael Yankey and his wife Magdalena Hartinger Yankey

signed this deed. Michael signed his name and Magdalena made her mark. This land was
referenced & lyifig and being in the said county of Rockingham on a branch of Holmans
Cree®l.m 1805 Michael and Magdal enathetheadtt i nger
waters of Hodl mands Creek

The Solomon Church Baptism records list Jacob, son of Michael and Magdalena Jancke, as

being born on April 29, 1793 and being baptized on December 25, 1793. His godparents were

Mr. and Mr. Peter Jost Tr Twig. Mi9asddrn son o
on December 25, 1796 and baptized on August 20, 1797. His godparents were Jacob and Maria
Jaenkey_ZGS 266 267

The entries into the Solomon Church Baptism record were entirely by the families and not by the
ministers. Each family reportedly hadghage in the record much like that of a family Bible. Most

of the entries were reported to be in German. The transition from German to English lead to
names being written into the records as fABar a
268 The marrage date of Michael and Magdaline was July, 22 1793 and the recorded birth date of
Jacob was April, 29 1793. The couple may have been in a common law marriage until Rev. Paul
Henkel was available to marry them in July of 1793.

In 1793 the Solomon Churchas organized and the membership was both Lutheran and

Reformed. The membership of the Solomon Church was similar to the Old Pine éftiah

had been established in 1786. It is not known why the members left the Old Pine Church. The
original Old Pine Chrch®®was | ocated near Rudeods Hill adj ac
called the Old Valley Pike or the Great Wagon Road. Rev. Paul Henkel organized the Old Pine
Church but left the church in 1790 when he moved to New Market. This left the Old RirehCh
without a | ocal mini ster. The settl ement al on
traveling from the Forestville area south to
was a long trip. A decision was made to establish a new chureld Gilomon Church. Andrew

Zirkel came from the Rader Church and most of the remainder of the congregation came from

the Old Pine Churci/* Rev. Paul Henkel became the pastor of the Lutheran congregation and
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Jacobus Hoffman became the pastor of the Refd@eirch?”2

The 1793 Solomon Church subscription list includes Michael Nehs(sic), Andreas Zirckel(sic),
Michael Dettemer (sic), Peter Welt, and Jacob Jancke(sic). Andrew Yankey (Jacob and Michael
Yankeyds brother), had dawerankel yMichaelj Asdrewvjande. The
Jacob), are living in the area and would have been expected to attend this church. On April 6,

1793 Andrew Yankey is living with Andrew Zircle and on May 22, 1793 Jacob Yankey is living

with Michael Nehs/Nease.
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April 9, 1794 survey of 61 acres of land that

Michael Yankey purchased on South Mountain.
The little Cold Spring is noted. This land had been warranted
to John Thomas, Sr. as part of 363 acres of warrant No. 16582 granted on May 26, 1783.
On July 28, 1794 John Thomas, Sr. sold the land to Ezekiel and Sarah Harrison who
then sold the land to Michael Yankey on May 16, 1810.
Survey Book A, Rockingham County, Virginia, 1794, page 91
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Portion of deed from Ezekiel and Sarah Harrison to Michael Yankey
for land located on South Mountain deeded on May 16, 1810.
One hundred forty six acres for one hundred and fifty dollars.

The land was originally owned by John Thomas. Sr.
Burnt Deed Book 1, Rockingham County, Virginia, 1810, page 381
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On Sumlay, November 15, 1795 the Solomon Church was dedicated in a combination service
with the Lutheran and Reformed pastors and congregations. On Saturday, November 14, 1795,
prior to the dedication a Lutheran confirmation and communion class was admiriisté&ted.

Paul Henkel. This class included Jacob Yankey, brother of Michael Yatikey.

On February 2, 1796 Frederick Hartinger and Elizabeth Hannah Yankey obtained a marriage

|l icense i n Madi son Coun tofthis(Madisog)icoaunta . Th ey ewa rc
and Abraham Alger were listed on the bond to Robert Brooke, Governor, of the Commonwealth

of Virginia.
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On July 17, 1803 John Rader had a warrant and patent for one hundred acres of land on the east
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side of North Mountain in Rockingham County, Virginia. On September 28, 1803 this land was
dividedandi Sur veyed for John Rad e rndpursnamtttoysaidbJohea a n d
Rader 6s warrant for one hundred acres No. 370
thousand eight hundred and three lying on the east side of the North Mountain and on the head
drains of Holmans Creek Bounded as follows tb Beginning at a stake near three white oaks.
Conrad Hottingers corner and corner to John T
|l arge chestnut oak o%fJohnRadetwaspgraotdd a patent tbrthiso u nt a i
land.

Michael Yankey is liste¢ on the Shenandoah County Personal Property Tax rolls every year from
May 25, 1797 to June 25, 1804 as the head of the household.

On January 15, 1805 Michael Yankey purchased nioegyand ondalf acres of land for thirty

pounds and it was recordesl &his indenture made the 15 day of January in the year of our

Lord one thousand eight hundred and five between John Remjiand Sarah his wife of the

County of Rockingham of the one part and Michael Yankey of the County and State aforesaid of

the oher part witnesseth the said John Reader and Sarah his wife for and in consideration of the

sum of thirty pounds lawful money of Virginia to them in hand paid by the said Michael

Yankeg € .a certain tract or parcel of land containing ninety one and a aetdés lying

andbeing in the county of Rockingham the east side dflorth Mountait ¢ €é € ¢ on t he t o
ofsaidmountai@ whi ch was part of the Jo’Rihiskhadder Pat ¢
was o0 headdmmimofiHolema n(6igCreeldo. The deeditfourti herBegti antna
a Stake near three white oaks Conrad Hottingers corner and corner to John Thomas
eéééeéeééto a | arger chesnut (si chhistamdkvason t he t o
recorded during the Rockingham January Couft804276277 This land was adjacent to land

owned by John Thomas and Peter Wills (sic). The signatures of Michael and Magdalene Yankey
were reportedly written in German. On August 21, 1819 this land was sold to Simon Shell and

then Joseph Moore andthedeel i st s Mi ¢ h a@ the Gounty of Mendledoa &nd n e i
Commonweal th ?%TfheVicrugrirneinat. of ocati on of the of N
top of Shenandoah Mountain is in Pendleton County, West Virginia adjacent to Rockingham

County, Virgnia. The confusion as to the exact location of this land in 1810 is understandable as

the region is remote and mountainous. The deed for the land is recorded in Rockingham County,
Virginia but the above location of Michael and Magdalene Hottinger Yanksyisted as

Pendleton County, Virginia.

Both the John Rader patent land of 1803 and the deed of Michael Yankey of 1805 refer to the
large(r) chestnut oak on the topfos a i d mand is th@Samegparcel of property.

This land was located abouté¢he mi | es nort h of Cootes Store an
279280 Holmans Creek flows north and primarily is located in Shenandoah County but the head

waters include Rockingham County. It begins on the east slope of Little North Mountain

northeast of mberville, Virginia. This land was about two miles south of the Shenandoah and
Rockingham County line adjacent to the east slope of the Little North Mountain and just west of

Route 613 (North Mountain Road$! 22 The land extended to the top of Little floMountain.
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Michael Yankey's signature and Magdaline Yankey's mark

¥ 77z%../ P
7 Hrag il "'”é“/ Faeh

8 Michael Yankey signature
9 Magdaline Yankey mark

Signatures on Deed of Estate of Conrad Hartinger (Hottinger)
Settlement of the estate between the children.
Rockingham County, Virginia, Grantee Book 000, page 520 November 1808

North Mountain Land

North Mountain
Survey John Reader (sic) survey of 91 1/2 acres from Patent No. 3700
of 100 acres on August 10, 1803.
The land was located on east side of North Mountain
and on the head drains of Holmans creek.
Rockingham County Virginia Survey Book A, page 406 407

On January 15, 1805 Mlchael Yankey purchased this 91 1/2 acres of this land
Rockingham County, Virginia Burnt Deed Book 000, page 232-233

This land was adjacent to Conrad Hottinger's land,
e John Thomas's land, and Peter Wills' land.
L . : The purchase price was thirty pounds.
John and Sarah Reader (sic) were the sellers.
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On August 21, 1810 Michael Yankey and Magdaline his wife
of Pendleton County, Virginia sold this
91 1/2 acres to Joseph Moore of Shenandoah County, Virginia
Rockingham County Burnt Deed Book 000, page 532-533

The land was on the east side of
North Mountain and extended to
the top of the mountain. The
projection of land extended to a branch
of Holmans Creek.

Paul Custer, father of George Custer, also lived about three miles north of Coote¥Store.
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A Shenandoah County, Virginia will of Joseph Moore dated May 12, 1820 refers to two hundred
seventysix acres of land that Joseph Moore purchased in part from Michael Yankey in 1810 in
Rockingham County, Virginia. On August 21, 1810 this land had beencsdtdseph Moore by

Michael and Magdalene Yanké¥?*Mi chael Yankeydés neighbors, at
and sale of this land, were the Conrad Hottinger, Joseph Moore, and Peter Wills. Other

individuals mentioned in this will that were living in Raegham County, Virginia were John
Thomasdo heirs arfdJosephdroaeraldocownedsatherdandrin the Holmans

Creek area of Shenandoah County. Later Michael Yankey would purchase land from John

Thomas, Sr. on the top of Shenandoah MountairemdReton County, Virginia.

The entrance to the Brocks Gap area was marked by Cootes Store. The store and nearby school
was adjacent to the North Fork of the Shenandoah River just east of the break in Little North
Mountain. Route 259 currently passes tlgio the Brocks Gap and then north to the intersection
with Bergton Road which connects to Criders Road. Criders Road follows the German River in
the valley and then the road courses up the Shenandoah Mountain to the site of Michael
Yankeyo6s | and.

Three lundred sixtythree acres of land in Rockingham County, Virginia granted by warrant
No0.16582 to John Thomas, Sr. on May 26,1783 was then sold in part (146 acres) on July 28,
1794 to Ezekiel and Sarah Harrison. On May 16, 1810 Ezekiel and Sarah Harristhisdaltd

to Michael Yankey. The descriptions of the sales follow.

John Thomas, Sr. had 61 aasmpatofhie warranhfor363 war r ant

acres No. 16582 dated May 26, 178% July 28, 1794 John Thomas sold this land to Ezekiel

andSarah Harrison. The land had been surveyed on April 9, 1794 and describedyas ng on t h
South Fork Mountain including the |itt*®e col d

On May 16, 1810 Michael Yankgurchased land on the Shenandoah Mountain. Michael

Yankeyii n consideration of the some of oneééééfi
Yankey éécontaining one hundred and forty six
South Fork Mountain firggranted by patent to John Thomas, Sen. On May 26, 1783 and by him
conveyed to the said Ezeki elThidteeadwasseocordedann t he
Rockingham County, Virgini&®” Also in 1810 Michael Yankey sold his land on North

Mountain toJohn Moore and in the Rockingham County, Virginia deed record it is noted that

Michael and Magdaline Yankey were living in Pendleton County, Virgfftahe 1835 deed of

John and Mary Wratchford to Jacob Warnsturf for the Michael Yankey land descridaddhe

as being in Pendleton County, Virginf&® There have been no deeds found of Michael Yankey

land in Pendleton County, Virginia.

This deed further i ndicat e attledrather bglasts df pastlire Y a n k
which the said EzeKiélarrison , his heirs or assignees may think proper to place on the hearby
grantee éeééduring the season of range and éeeéeit
Ezekiel for that purpose and is still to be used by the said Ezekiel and his heirs & assignees
exclusively except such proportion as may be necessary to be cleared off, by said Michael or his
heirs ééfor the purpose of cultivation & till
Michael & his legal representatives be permitted to rangegrade thereof; that the said

43



ANDREW JOHN YANKEY, MICHAEL YANKEY, and JACOB YANKEY

Mi chael & his representatives are to take any
said Ezekiel & his | egal representatives, & t
premises in as mucho alse i #°'dmsaéed was racorded duking the é é t

Rockingham County June Court of 1810.

This land purchase by Michael Yankey allowed Ezekiel Harrison to mafnteim t t | e or ot h
beast s odntheland and Michael was to be responsible for thegraaring the
fiseasonofrangea® much as it can rBearsat@oksoh thelieestack be d-
and trespassers were a concern at that time.

On August 21, 1810 Michael and Magdaline Yankey f t he County of Pendl e
Commonwealth of Virgin@asold this ninetyone and one and o#alf acres to Simon Shell for

ifione hundred and thirty pot'BytsetingdMichaglmmdent mon
Madeline Yankey sold their I and on North Moun
and onto the top of Shenandoah Mountain. It is for this reason that they are listed as now being

in Pendleton County, Virginia. The land was on the line between Rockingham and Pendleton
Counties of Virginia. At the time of the 1810 Virginia Census Michael Yamkaeylisted as

living in Rockingham County, Virginia.

The land then is sold to Joseph Mooreffar wo hundred doll ars current
St at es o fT hAeemdrainada .far t h déeing pad of JoireRader paténebdarirgs i
thedate ol ul y 1 72% THe8aAddisidescribedéson t he east side of tF
and on the head drains of Holmans creek it being part of the tract of ninety one & a half acres

which was first granted by patent bearing the date of seventeenth daly of the year one

t housand eight hundred & four to John Reader (
same Michael Yankey by hi $3Thedvickiaél &nél Magdaterei ni n g
Yankey signatures were reported to have been written in Geffidine deed is not clear as to

the reason for the sale to both Simon Shell and Joseph Moore but it appears that the land was
deeded finally to Joseph Moore.

On the 1810 Census, Michael and Magdaline Yankey are living in the Brocks Gap area of
Virginia in what is now the Rockingham County, Virginia adjacent to the Pendleton County,
West Virginia line. The land was on the top of the Shenandoah Mountain and Michael would
have been one of the first settlers in this area. This land contained a branch $p@uid

River2® This is a small mountain stream that is located in the George Washington National
Forest. Their home was probably a small log cabin with a rock fireplace. The windows would
have had wooden shutters as no glass was developed at thé%fte.

Camp Run flows down the west slope of the Shenandoah Mountain and enters the South Branch
of the South Fork of the Potomac River in Sweedlin Vaf@Rough Run in Grant County,

West Virginia is |l ocated aboutndin®endleon!|l es nort
County, Virginia. Rough Run is where Noah Yankey and his family lived before and after going
to Missouri. This movement by Noah Yankeyods f

The Frederick Nesselrodt (1) family moved to the Sweedlin Valley areanafl@en County at
the same time that Michael Yankey moved to the top of the Shenandoah Mountain. Later in 1812
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Lydia Yankey, daughter of Michael and MagdalineYankey, married Frederick Nesselrodt, II.

By August 5, 1806% Jacob and Mary Shrum Yankey livedBoyle County, Kentucky. They

had been married in 1796 in Rockingham County, VirgiifOn September 16, 1800 Abraham

and Catherine Shrum Snider (sic) sold fifty acres of land to Jacob Yankey in Rockingham

County, Virginia. Court records indicate thyy September 27, 1810 Jacob Yankey, Michael
Yankeybés brother, had moved to Mercer €ounty,
half acres of land in Rockingham County, Virginia to Jacob Haisey for-fadydollars. This

deed lists Mercer County,dfitucky as the residence of Jacob and Mary YariRey.

Mi chael Yankeyb6s |l and of 1810 is reached by t
thru Criderdo the top of the mountain on the Rockingham County, Virginia and Pendleton
County, West Virginia line. The land is located just inside the Pendleton County.

The family of Michael Yankey is listed in the 1810 Virginia Census, Western District, Pendleton
County (now part of West Virginia) page 215 lists the following:

Michal Yankey 22001 21001

This 1810 Census of the family lists two males, ad® §William, Jonathan); two males age 10

16 (Jacob, Michael Jr.); and Michael. There are listed twalsrage €10 (Catherine, Mary

APol lyo); twb6féeémhydsaapagéuddoth AMI Il ied; and
ages of Michael and Magdaline Yankey are incorrect according to other records.

Michael and Magdalinand family are listed in the 1820 Virginia Census, Western District,
Pendleton County, page 44.

Michael Yankey, Sr.011111 32101 4
Michael Yankey, Jr. 200100 10020 1

The Michael Yankey family is listed in the 1830 Virginia Census, Pendletont;ayge 73 as
follows:

Michael Yankey 00001001 00210001

Michael died before February 27, 1835 while returning from milling grain in Sweedlin Valley.

302 4e was found frozen to death under a tree on the return path up the mountii#istus.

road may hve followed Camp Run to the Sweedlin Valley region which was directly west of the

Mi chael Yankeybés property. It would have take
At the time of Michael Yankeys todhepréséntdayhi s pa
continuation of Criders Road into Sweedlin Valley. His death was probably caused by a heart

attack or an arrhythmia. Michael Yankey would have been very experienced in traveling during

the winter months in Virginia and the weather shawdtihave directly caused his freezing to

death.
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Judith Riggleman Yankey

1807-1893
Caplinger Cemetery
Michael Yankey About 1775-1835 Recent stone foreground
Magdalene Hottinger Yankey 1780-after 1840 Natural stones in distance

Other family members
Shenandoah Mountain Area

Border Virginia and West Virginia e
Donald and Roberta Baer Yankey

This site is west of Criders, Virginia
on the Rockingham County, Virginia-PendletonCounty, West Virginia line

Judith Biggleman Yankey Jacob Yakey 1794-1876
Cap!lnger C.em.et.ery Grave site just outside cemetery
Criders, Virginia Caplinger Cemetery
Criders, Virginia
There is no record of an inventory or
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Pendleton County, Virginia record$?

In 1835 the Michael Yankey land was sold by John Ratchford (WratcHf8rd§ and his wife,

Mary Wratchford Yankey, to Jacob War mamgurf fo
the said Pendleton and on the Shenandoah Mountain known by the Michael Yankey place in

which he died possessed of all of which land ishetebynvey ed t o t he sai d Ja
307 Mary (Polly)Yankey Ratchford was a daughter of Michael Yankey. In 2011 this land was

owned by Rodger and Dennis Smith, sons of Georgia Turner Sffith.

The Wratchford family lived on Shennandoah Mountain unbiuali 860 when they moved to

Henkel Mountain according to writings of Rev. John Kline, a traveling Dunkard minister who

mi ni stered in this area. An entry ofist Agvambe
all night with Brother Jack Wratcbfd andhis son Hugh Rtchford(sic) on top of Shennandoah

Mo u nt &mtrires od November 27 and 28 of 1858 anentry sfat€so me t o Pet er War
| am al ways refreshed by vi s fPeterarnstaff vastheor t hy
son of Jacb Warnstaff/WarnsturfThe Warnstaff property was the Michael Yankey land noted

above. Lewis Yankey reported that John and Mary Yankey Wratchford are probably buried in

the Yankey Cemetery with along with Michael and Magdalene Hottinger Yankey onghebri
Shennandoah Mountain property of Michael Yank&y.

In 1840 John Wratchford is listed in Pendleton County, Virgitias follows:
1110010000000 2010010000000

In 1840 a Mary Yankee (sic), widow, is also listed as living in Pendleton, County, Vittiais
follows. The original Census transcription listed the name as Mary Vanker (sic) which is Mary
Yankee, widow, on closer inspection of the writing. Mary Yanees not appear on the 1850
Virginia Census.

Male 100000000000 Female 0001000010000

It is thought that this Mary Yankee is Magdaline Hottinger Yankey. Perhaps Mary Magdalene
Hottinger Yankey was her full name. The listed age of Mary wagd0a@hich would be correct.

A male child, under age 5, and a female, ag@@,5are living with Mary Yankee (sic). They

may be Asenith Yankey and her first child, William. On the 1840 Virginia Census, Pendleton
County the only other Yankey listed is Jacob Kanand his family.

Magdaline Hottinger Yankey died after the 1840 Census. Michael and Magdaline Hottinger

Yankey are buried on the home site on the top of Shenandoah Mountain with other family

members. The foundations of the cabin and spring housecbiili Yankey were still present

in 2000. A monument has been erected at the s
grave by Lewis Yankey and other Yankey family membgfdn 2006 the author and his wife

visited this location.

SweedlinValley in Pendleton County, West Virginia between the Shenandoah Mountain of
Virginia and the Sweedlin and South Fork Mountain of West Virginia. The Valley is about eight
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miles in length. The South Fork Branch of the Potomac River passes through tiyeX/alie

was on his return trip up the west side of the Shenandoah Mountain and the Sweedlin Valley

near Miles, West Virginia that Michael Yankey died. The martyred Brethern missionary, John

Kline, in referring to the Sweedlin Vallégyl t 1 s t lofea gdocdnbanytfaantlias,asn
exceedingly picturesque, 3and is in some respe

All of the Census listings of 1810, 1820, and 1830 list the land as being in Virginia but the area
was called Pendleton County which is now in West Virginia.rAfte division of West Virginia

and Virginia the Pendleton County land of Michael Yankey was located Pendleton County,
Virginia.

Flat Rock
Church of the Brethren
Limestone Road

. g Forestville, Virginia
Andrew Zirkle Mill 1 VG
Forestville, Virginia Flat Rock was a "community"
@ g area and Andrew Yankey(elder) probably
Andrew Yankey(younger) was lived in this area.
bound out to f\:l'drewglil)*kle The church is resting on a large
in 1783 and 1792 by the flat limestone deposit.
Overseers of the Poor
Photos by:
Betty Ruth Baker
2009

Rader Lutheran Church
Timberville, Virginia

Solomon Lutheran Church Andrew(younger) and Jacob Yankey
Forestville, Virginia were baptized in this church on

August 29, 1775
ichael and Magdalena Hotting
attended Solomon Church

Yankey

48



ANDREW JOHN YANKEY, MICHAEL YANKEY, and JACOB YANKEY

49



